
Better Planet Productions Inc. 1 August 2008 

 
 

 
 

Introduction  
 

Rose-Marie Batley, Executive Director EarthCARE and Project Manager 
 

I am delighted to submit a third annual EarthCARE Report for the Hastings and Prince Edward 
District School Board for the school year 2007/2008. 
 
Students and staff had an outstanding year of accomplishments, with 100% of the schools 
participating in the program in its third year. The “Spring 2008 School Audits” indicated LOCO 
initiatives in schools and centrally were avoiding energy costs of more than $265,000 for the 
district. Environmental stewardship is fast becoming a cultural value in the HPEDSB schools.  
�

EarthCARE is a success because of the many people involved. The continued enthusiasm of the 
Team Leaders and the support of the Principals contributed to this success. Veronica Ford, 
Project Coordinator for the past three years, has coordinated and assisted school teams throughout 
the year, planning in-services, delivering training, and communicating regularly with Team 
Leaders by phone, email, and school visits. Again this year, she emphasized the achievements and 
activities in the schools in order to foster a conservation culture. Several stories were posted on 
the EarthCARE website (www.earthcarecanada.com), in the news, and throughout the 
community. Many school principals were key players in the delivery of EarthCARE. The Design 
Team plays a critical role in customizing the components of the program; their dedication and 
input have made for a robust and exciting program. 
 
The Director, Kathy Soule, and her Senior Staff are champions of the environmental messages, 
encouraging principals and school teams to participate in EarthCARE as it relates to their AiM 
goals. A special thanks to Don Tregenza, Grace Saunders, Darleen Wolters-Sword, and Kelley 
Cook in Facilities, who gave generously of their time, expertise, and resources. Significant 
support from Kerry Donnell in Communications greatly enhanced our initiatives this year, 
particularly the celebration event with guest speaker Simon Jackson.  
 
Ameresco Canada’s assistance and support are very much appreciated. Their Better Schools 
partnership with the District contributed to the communications and celebration events.  
 
Congratulations to everyone involved in EarthCARE this year. I look forward to working with the 
District another year. Together, environmental stewardship has become a part of the culture of the 
Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board.  
 
 

There is no Planet B – thank you for caring for this Earth! 
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Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board 
 

2007-2008 EarthCARE 
 

Year End Report 
 

Veronica Ford, Project Coordinator 
 

The Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board (HPEDSB) once again engaged in a 
partnership with EarthCARE�   An Environmental Education Partnership (EC) during the 2007-
2008 school year. The third year of the program was available to 45 elementary schools and 8 
secondary schools. It was delivered via a partnership between Ameresco Canada Inc. and the 
HPEDSB’s senior staff, primarily through Facilities Services and Superintendents of Instruction. 
 
About EarthCARE 
 
EC is a unique environmental stewardship program. While it offers curriculum-compliant 
resources and activity-based learning, it is the delivery strategies that make the program distinct 
and ensure success in energy reduction and environmental action. 

  
EC is customized annually for each district to fit its needs and resources and to address its goals. 
Involvement of students, school staff, and senior staff is facilitated through a partnership model 
that focuses efforts and generates returns. Students are the drivers of the initiatives; their ideas 
and enthusiasm are embraced. Teachers and Educational Assistants from each school have taken 
on the responsibility as EC team leaders. In-service and training have been provided to offer 
them ideas on which to develop their school plan of activities to support this initiative. Building 
operators are trained to operate their buildings more efficiently; they are active, important 
members of each school’s EC Team. Support is provided to manage the project implementation 
and provide the training and in-service. The return on the investment is as much as three times 
the cost and these gains can be shared with the participating schools for their use. 

 
EarthCARE’s mission is to develop environmental stewardship at school, at home, and in the 
community. Its goal is to turn energy waste into educational value and savings. Together, 
students, staff, and parents are making a difference, now and for our future. 
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Delivering EarthCARE to the HPEDSB 
 
The following people directly supported the EC program this year: 
 
Design Team 
Rose-Marie Batley, EarthCARE Executive Director; Jan Montgomery, Superintendent of 
Instruction, Don Tregenza, Controller of Facilities Services, Veronica Ford, EarthCARE Project 
Coordinator;  Kim Sampson, Secondary School Principal; Stacey Belanger, Elementary School 
Principal; Gail Brant, Elementary School Principal; Nancy Popovich, Curriculum Coordinator 
(Healthy Active Living); Jim Trevisan, Curriculum Coordinator (Science); Darleen Wolters-
Sword, Environmental Technologist; Kerry Donnell, Communications Officer; Erna Sorensen, 
Curriculum Coordinator (Resource Centre); Pearl Hucul, Curriculum Coordinator (Student 
Senate); Gayle Miller, teacher (Secondary School); Emily Adams (Elementary School); Lisa 
Resmer ( Elementary School).  
 
 

 
 
 
EarthCARE Results: “Together we can make a difference”  
 
 
Making a Difference through Participation 
  

         This has been a very successful year for Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board. The 
support and encouragement of Senior Staff and Director Kathy Soule contributed to the success. 
The leadership and interest of the Principals (38 involved), Team Leaders (67 involved), and 
Building Operators (42 involved) in the schools made a significant difference. In total, 715 of 
our students were involved in a leadership capacity with the EarthCARE initiative. Seven of our 
schools also indicated that they have Community Sponsors.  
In our third year of EarthCARE we had 100% participation: all of our schools participated at 
some level! Having a local coordinator has been extremely important to the success of this 
initiative. Constant and consistent reminding, cajoling and encouraging have contributed to the 
final success of this first year. 
 
 



Better Planet Productions Inc. 4 August 2008 

Making a Difference through Audit Results  
 
The EarthCARE vision of making a difference for the environment and the goal of avoiding 
wasted energy is on target. Based on the observations and data from engineering audits and 
feasibility studies, Ameresco estimates the potential for reduction in wasted electricity related 
only to use of lights and computers is $150,000 - $260,000. The results of the in-school audits 
completed in April 2008 indicated some improvement in behaviour in the three theme areas 
(energy, water, and waste). Specifically, the audits provided information about LOCO initiatives 
and progress. The spring audit indicated a decrease of 19.9%-age points in the number of lights 
on unnecessarily and a decrease of 16.5 %-age points in the number of computers on 
unnecessarily since the initial audit in the fall of 2005.Although only the number of computers 
off showed an improvement from the spring audit of ’06, both areas have shown substantial 
improvements since the fall of ’05. The estimated savings in LOCO for this school year was 
$264,854. (See Appendix I – HPE EarthCARE Scoreboard for more details.) 
 
 
Making a Difference through Actions  

 
Both the level of involvement and the degree of involvement in the program range from school 
to school and have depended on the commitment of staff and the leadership provided. Although a 
few schools had an environmental interest prior to the establishment of the EarthCARE 
partnership, there has been an overwhelming increase in the interest and number of 
environmental activities in our schools.  
 
 
Some of the activities at the school and district level included: 

�  Fall trainings took on a differentiated look. Students from the International Baccalaureate 
programme designed and presented training to their secondary colleagues. Elementary 
teachers, Emily Adams and Lisa Resmer delivered trainings to their elementary 
colleagues in several sessions, both to new teams and experienced teams. Also, to lessen 
their carbon footprint, the trainings were offered in two geographical locations. (See 
Appendix II for an agenda of a fall training.) 

 

 
�   A presentation by noted environmental activist Simon Jackson during the spring inspired 

students to greater leadership in their quest for environmental stewardship.  
�  Many of our schools continued to adopt a plan for litterless lunches (e.g., Kente Public 

School has named their program - Pack it in, Pack it out!)  
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�  Pinecrest Elementary students and Madoc Elementary students created environmental 
videos to share with others. 

�  A board wide poster contests was conducted during the fall. Posters were displayed 
during the spring event as well as at the Education Centre during the month of June.   

�  Celebration slide shows were created and shared during assemblies and presentations. 
Presentations were delivered to the District School Council and the Frink Centre.  

�  Several schools sought active community partnerships(e.g., Parkdale School partnered 
with the City of Belleville in the Porchlight Project; Moira Secondary School participated 
in the Moira River cleanup; Pinecrest School partnered with Picton in establishing a 
‘portable compost’ programme; Susanna Moodie participated in a Veteran’s Park 
cleanup) 

 
 

�  Many schools participated in Earth Day and Earth Week Activities.  
 
 
 

Making a Difference through Curriculum Links 
  
A strong goal in HPEDSB is to provide students with meaningful learning opportunities. Two of 
the five key goals in the System Plan, AIM: Achievement in Action, focus on the provision of a 
“System of Character” and “Community Relationships” for both HPEDSB students and 
employees. The EarthCARE initiative offers a means to provide every student with the skills and 
values necessary to contribute in a positive way in their chosen community.  
 
Linking existing curriculum with the EarthCARE initiative provides a meaningful vehicle for 
instruction and the link to these goals. Several areas of curriculum including Science, Mathematics 
and Literacy can be linked to the EarthCARE initiative. (See Appendix III for a Literacy activity 
offered during the fall trainings.) There are also links to major initiatives such as Character 
Education and Healthy Active Living.  
      
EarthCARE is a vehicle for the learning activities and requirements of the Choices into Action: 
Guidance and Career Education program. Working cooperatively and productively with others 
and assuming the role of a responsible citizen are directly linked to caring for our environment. 
Working on this project at the school level with peers and teachers and then broadening into the 
larger community with projects that will impact our environment will assist in the application of 
this learning.  



Better Planet Productions Inc. 6 August 2008 

 
 
EarthCARE projects will also provide a concrete approach to skills of time management, 
completion of tasks, goal setting, resolution of conflicts, volunteering, collaborating and 
cooperating with the outcome of responsible citizenship highlighting social responsibility and 
respect for others. 
 

 
 
 
Making a Difference through Support 
 
The uniqueness of the EarthCARE program is in its delivery strategies centering on engagement 
and partnerships. Shared goals and a focus on achieving these goals enabled each of us to do a 
little for all of us to achieve significant gains. Support was provided through a variety of options:  
 

�  Throughout the school year, team leaders had easy access to their Team Coordinator 
(Veronica Ford) and school visits and presentations were arranged. 

�  Darleen Wolters-Sword (Environmental Technologist) presented information to schools 
on recycling and best practices to schools. 

�  Web resources provided both information and ideas to EarthCARE team leaders and 
student participants: Focus on Books - lessons plans for books with an environmental 
theme (www.earthcarecanada.com/EarthCARE_Resources/Focus_on_Books.asp); EC 
Home Audit was developed for students to audit their homes and help educate their 
parents (www.earthcarecanada.com/EarthCARE_Resources/home_energy_audit.asp). 

�  Information was shared with Principals through Principal Cabinets and with teachers and 
students through trainings. (See Appendix IV for an example of an exercise given during 
a training session in the fall.) 

�  EarthCARE stories were published on the EC website to encourage and support schools 
in their activities. (Visit www.earthcarecanada.com/EarthCARE_News_and_Events.) 
During the 2007-2008 school year, 34 submissions/stories were posted. (See Appendix 
IV for a sample story.) 

�  A series of brochures/handouts were introduced throughout the school year to provide 
participants with useful and timely information. Brochures/handouts were also provided 
at team training sessions to assist team leaders with the implementation and interpretation 
of the audits. (Visit www.earthcarecanada.com/EarthCARE_Resources for a more details 
on the resources available.) 
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Making a Difference through Rewards 

 
This year schools were eligible to receive up to $1200 from the HPEDSB Facilities Services for 
their participation in EarthCARE initiatives. Criteria for eligibility were established by senior 
staff and communicated to schools in the fall of 2007. All schools that participated qualified for 
gain-sharing. This “incentive” was used to purchase benches, plant material and other 
environmental related items. (See Appendix V to see how some school used their gain-sharing 
incentive.)  
 
All participating schools received an EarthCARE Kit with various EC materials (e.g., water 
bottles, yo-yos, pencils, carabineers, Frisbees, etc.). The EC Team at each school could decide 
how to distribute these rewards to those whose actions or events contributed to environmental 
conservation and stewardship. 
 
 
 
Making a Difference through Revisions  
 

�  During the third year of involvement several presentations were requested. Through the 
coordination of Project Coordinator, Veronica Ford, support for our schools can take on a 
stronger emphasis in the fourth year of the EarthCARE initiative. Many more 
assemblies/presentations can be offered particularly in the fall to motivate and encourage 
more participation by staff and students. A presentation during Principal’s Cabinet in the 
fall should also encourage principals to question and support the staff and students in 
terms of the school year planning.  

�  During the 2007-2008 school year, teams were challenged to build connections with their 
communities. This school year, more partnerships can be encouraged. A project called 
“Change for the Environment”, in partnership with both the City of Belleville and Quinte 
West, will be implemented in the fall of 2008. 

�  As suggested in this year’s audit, regular updates and reminders and a sharing of ideas 
from other schools will be part of the ongoing and increased communication. It will be 
important to balance the number of emails sent out to schools to assist with their 
individual programs.   

�  Each year in the audit process, EC teams are asked to provide comments on the program. 
A summary of the comments is provided in Appendix VI. 
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Take a bow! 

 
2007-2008 EarthCARE program in HPEDSB 

 
This year the EarthCARE initiative with HPEDSB has been a success. This success could not 
have been achieved without the support of our Director, Senior Administration and the many 
staff and students committed to environmental concerns.  
 
The Design Team was instrumental in tailoring the program to suit our Board. The enthusiasm 
and imagination of the members led to the development of many events and activities throughout 
the year. School Principals and team leaders enthusiastically guided students and staff to a higher 
level of environmental awareness.  
 
The support of the Executive Director, Rose-Marie Batley, and her guidance throughout this 
third year of the program have been invaluable. The support and involvement of The Better 
Schools Partnership Inc. provided valuable information, ideas, and financial support to the 
program.  
 
I thank everyone who supported the EarthCARE initiatives and look forward to continuing in my 
role as Coordinator for the School year 2008-2009. As we move into a new school year, I am 
confident that through the EarthCARE initiative, “Together we can make a difference!”      
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                           EarthCARE Scoreboard                         APPENDIX I 
                               Hastings & Prince Edward District School Board 
 

  
Fall 2005 

 
Spring 2006 

 
Spring 2007 

 
Spring 2008 

Schools participating in EC 91.7% 90.7% 98.1% 100% 

# Schools completing the EC Audit 48 (88.9%) 47 (87.0%) 51 (96.2%) 44(83.0%) 

# Students participating on EC Teams 692 619 679 715 

# P/VPs involved 50 43 47 38 

# Staff participating 88 89 63 67 

# Custodians participating 47 47 42 42 

# Parents participating 14 10 15 5 

# Community Sponsors in schools 5 3 9 7 

Participation in Building Operator 
Program 

N/A 92 96 N/A 

Moderate to High Student 
participation in EC 

N/A 66.7% 70.8% 68.2% 

Moderate to High Staff participation 
in EC 

N/A 50.0% 58.3% 43.2% 

Moderate to High Frequency of 
Involvement 

N/A 68.5% 68.8% 59.1% 

Moderate to High Visibility of EC in 
School 

N/A 68.5% 68.8% 68.2% 

Average Lights off reported 65.4% 83.0% 85.7% 85.3% 

Average Computers off reported 67.7% 87.7% 80.3% 84.2% 

Estimated $ costs avoided from 
LOCO alone * 

N/A $195,206 $180,236 $265,854 

Estimated reduction in CO2 
emissions* 

N/A 1.8 tonnes 

(equivalent to 
planting 59 

mature trees ) 

1.7 tonnes 

(equivalent to 
planting 56 

mature trees) 

2.5 tonnes 

(equivalent to 
planting 83 

mature trees) 

·  Assumes the LO and CO behaviours were the same every day as those measured and reported on the day of the audits. 
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APPENDIX II 
 
 

 
 

EarthCARE Fall Training  
Agenda 

 
October 2007 

 
1. Welcome, Introductions & Draws - Veronica 
 
2. EarthCARE – Overview (Slideshow)- Veronica 

 
 
3. Audit Information – Interpreting the data 

             Setting up a presentation (certificate & cheque) 
   Table Talk - Veronica 
    
 

4. Resources – Books & curriculum links- Emily & Lisa  
 

Experts –Quinte Waste Solutions (Marvin Tucker), HPEDSB’s 
Environmental Technologist (Darleen Wolters-Sword), Outdoor Education 
(Frink Centre), websites/funding sites, litterless lunches, letter writing 
campaigns, videos, Kits, etc.  - Veronica 

 
 
5. Issues & solutions – Lisa 

 
6.  A closer look at the audit information & goal setting - Veronica  

 
 
 
                               Secondary Network Wowed by Student Presenters! 
 
Several Moira Secondary students recently provided the programme for their secondary colleagues 
during their fall EarthCARE training session. Under the direction of teacher Gayle Miller, the 
students energized everyone in attendance with games, information and plenty of fun! 
 
Creating a school flag to be used during a Jeopardy Game Show hosted by Eric Y. (aka Alex 
Trebeck) and creating a tree-planting machine helped kick start the morning. The participating 
students worked hard to develop a school plan based on their 2006-2007 audit results while  
overcoming obstacles that might cause problems. Moira Secondary provided an example: 
Recycling boxes are not allowed in the school corridors, so they are in the process of  
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transforming a few lockers into recycling depots. The lockers will be painted and labelled: Plastic, 
Paper and Bottles.   
 
The goal this school year was to plan an activity or event for each of the months for example, 
Trenton High School students are going to sell reusable bags for presents in December to help cut 
down on paper usage. February is going to be about love as always but Moira students are taking 
this thought a step further with the theme “Love your World!” with several activities to support 
this theme.  North Hastings Secondary Students are going to enter a float in the Santa Clause 
parade.   
 
The workshop planning team consisted of Erin B., Miranda N., Chelsea G., Erik Y., Krysten R., 
Jill S., Rachel C. and Sarah W. All eight International Baccalaureate (IB) students jumped at the 
unique leadership opportunity as it puts into practice many of the traits of an IB learner. As Rachel 
C. said after the workshop, “This was such an exciting way to get high school students sharing 
cool ideas about environment action.” 
 
With this much enthusiasm the secondary students in Hastings and Prince Edward will certainly 
make a difference! 
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APPENDIX III 
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Picture Books: 
 
Aani and the Tree Huggers – Jeannine 
Atkins  
A Cool Drink of Water – Barbara Kerley 
Common Ground: The Water, Earth and 
Air We Share – Molly Bang 
The Day the Trash Came Out to Play - 
David M. Beadle 
Dear Children of the Earth: A Letter from 
Home – Schim Schimmel 
Earth Book for Kids: Activities to Help 
Heal the Environment – Linda Schwartz 
Earth Day Birthday – Pattie Schnetzler 
Earth Day, Hooray!  Stuart J. Murphy 
The Empty Lot– Dale H. Fife 
Everybody Needs a Rock – Byrd Baylor 
Farewell to Shady Glade – Bill Peet 
Frog in a Bog – Karma Wilson 
Mother Earth – Nancy Luenn 
Mother Earth, Father Sky: Poems of Our 
Planet – selected by Jane Yolen 
Old Turtle and the Broken Truth  – Douglas 
Wood 
Our Tree Named Steve - Alan Zweibel 
Recycle Everyday – Nancy Wallace 
The Red Rock: A Graphic Fable – Tomio 
Titto 
The Tree – Dana Lyons 
Someday A Tree – Eve Bunting 
The Water Hole– Graeme Base 
We Share One World – Jane Hoffelet 
Where the Forest Meets the Sea – Jeannie 
Baker 
Window – Jeannie Baker (wordless book) 
Chapter Books: 
 
The Case of the Missing Cutthroats: An 
Ecological Mystery – Jean Craighead George 
Judy Moody Saves the World! - Megan 
McDonald  
Walking Lightly  – Fleur Beale 
Great Kapok Tree: A Tale of the Amazon  
 

Rain Forest– Lynne Cherry 
Just a Dream – Chris Van Allsburg 
The Lorax – Dr. Seuss 
 
Non-Fiction/Activity-Based Books: 
 
An Inconvenient Truth: The Crisis of 
Global Warming – Al Gore 
The Canadian Junior Green Guide – Terri 
Degler 
Compost! Growing Gardens from Your 
Garbage – Joy Berry (reads like a picture 
book) 
DK See for Yourself: Water – Trevor Day 
DK Web-linked: Earth  – Matt Turner 
The Down to Earth Guide to Global 
Warming – Laurie David 
Earth Friends At Home – Francine Galko 
Earth Friends at School – Francine Galko 
Every Kid’s Guide to Saving the Earth – 
Joy Berry 
The Everything Kids' Environment Book – 
Sheri Amsel 
Living Sustainably – Susan Watson 
One Well: The Story of Water on Earth – 
Rochelle Strauss 
Protecting Global Environments – Susan 
Watson 
Ryan and Jimmy and the Well in Africa 
That Brought Them Together – Herb 
Shoveller 
The Super Science Book of the 
Environment – Sally Morgan 
Trash Action: A Fresh Look at Garbage – 
Anne Love & Jane Drake 
Tree of Life: The Incredible Biodiversity of 
Life on Earth  – Rochelle Strauss 
Tree: A Life Story – David Suzuki  
Why Are the Ice Caps Melting? – Anne 
Rockwell 
You Are the Earth: Know the Planet So 
You Can Make It Better – David Suzuki 
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APPENDIX IV 

Elementary Poster Contest a Success! 
 
Thank you to our judges, Gail Brant, Principal of Susanna Moodie; Stacey Belanger, Principal of 
Harmony; and Kerry Donnell, Communications Officer for HPEDSB for their efforts in 
determining the winners of our first Board-wide Poster Contest.  
 
The winner of our Primary Division (the topic was ‘Litterless Lunches’) was a student from 
Stirling Primary School. Her poster scored very high in Overall Impression, one of the many 
criteria for selection. Runners-up were students from Prince Charles, Belleville and from Queen 
Elizabeth, Belleville.  The winner of the Junior Division was a student from Prince of Wales P.S. 
Her message and colourful delivery set her submission apart. Runners-up were from Frankford 
Public School and from Stirling Jr. Our Intermediate winner was an environmentally conscious 
student from Tyendinaga. She not only sent in a very colourful painting, she also attached a very 
sincere letter to Mother Earth with a promise not to pollute and always recycle. Runners-up 
included students from Prince of Wales and Frankford Public School.  
 
Well done, to all our winners! A special thank you goes out to all of our participants. Your 
involvement in EarthCARE makes us proud! 
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APPENDIX V 
 

 
 
Gain Sharing put to good use in HPEDSB! 

 
Schools have been awarded a monetary incentive as a reward for assisting with the energy cost 
savings brought about by our HPEDSB’s involvement in EarthCARE over the past three years. 
When asked how they were spending this money many enthusiastic responses were given.  
 
Gerard Wagenmakers used some of the money that Herman Public School earned for 
environmental magazines for each classroom. Corrina Eberwein from College St. School proudly 
announced that the school recently purchased 2 new recycling containers similar to those used at 
the Education Centre. Each receptacle has 3 openings, one for paper, one for aluminum cans and 
one for plastic. The plan is to involve more students in the sorting process of recycling and with 
more involvement there should be more waste reduction.  
 
Coehill School used some of their gain sharing to purchase an Elmo projector. This projector will 
cut down on the amount of paper being used by reducing the photocopying being done for the 
classroom. It will also help with the reduction of overheads being used.  
 
North Hastings Secondary School was planning to look at several options: the purchase of solar 
panels for the schools’ hot water system; the possibility of hiring an ecological/environmental 
speaker to present to the student body; to purchase some compact fluorescent bulbs for the 
classroom and to buy alternative grass fertilizer. 
 



Better Planet Productions Inc. 15 August 2008 

APPENDIX VI 
 

Audit Comments 2008: HPEDSB Schools 

 
 

Concerns We wanted to make you aware of the fact that even though we had assemblies 
planned and pick up days planned, we were unable to complete these activities as we 
were limited by 2 severe allergies in the school to latex and pear. 

 Some items, like automatic urinal flushing, centrally set thermostat controls are beyond 
our control to influence. Schools should be encouraged to replace those with non 
flushing urinals and local thermostat control. 

 … EARTHCARE is a wonderful program... the gain-sharing program offers an 
excellent incentive for school groups to become more active around their schools; 
however, I <am unclear as to how the amounts allocated are calculated>. … Solid 
environmental education programs should be a priority … throughout the province. 
Students and staff can be strong advocates for change, <and with> proper long term 

Progress Thank you - it is a great opportunity for both staff and students. 

 This has been a worthwhile project for students and staff. 

 [This school] has started (in June 2008) a Pack-it-in/Pack-it-out system where all 
waste, recycling and garbage go home and we are recycling paper and cardboard. 

 I feel that this year was a good beginning of the active phase of our school's 
participation in EarthCARE. We have a core group of interested students, who are 
committed to broadening the scope of the program. 

 This was my first time involved in the program, it was a good experience and I look 
forward to advancing our efforts next year. 

 Our team is a small but dedicated team that continues to grow together. They have 
had a tremendous impact on the EarthCARE program. Our lead is our Lead Hand is 
actively seeking participation from the school community. Congratulations to her! 

 We will continue to participate in this valuable activity. The students especially 
appreciate the value of the cost savings being returned to the school for the purchase 
of school resources. 

 Submissions to (for 2008/09): Toyota Foundation Evergreen Ontario Purpose: A large 
area of the school grounds is in disuse (80m x150m). This area is to be reforested with 
native trees and shrubs, landscaped with walking trails, bird boxes, native grass area, 
seating area, composting area, etc. A nature study area on school grounds! 

 [Our school] is a unique school as it is Grades K-2. Some of our students come to 
school with a good knowledge of EarthCARE from home; for other students, school 
offers their first introduction to EarthCARE. The teachers at [this school] are fully 
involved in daily EarthCARE activities. Many students rely on the support and 
guidance of staff to remember to follow through with EarthCARE activities (e.g., 
recycling). We encourage students to become avid EarthCARE representatives at an 
early age. 

 Students are very excited about participating in EarthCARE activities. When visiting 
classrooms during litterless lunches it is evident that students are concerned about the 
future of our environment and want to be actively involved in protecting it. Participation 
seems to be increasing as we continue initiatives from previous years and gradually 
build in new projects and activities. 
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vision, planning, and funding, EarthCARE <can> achieve solid, long lasting results. 

 Due to the time of year, this survey does not fully demonstrate our schools involvement 
in the EarthCARE program. Many of out events will be taking place this week (Earth 
week) and later on in the spring months. 

 
Suggestions I notice tremendous student motivation and involvement after the Spring Event. While I 

understand the reason for having this event in April around Earth Day, I was wondering 
if you would consider a fall presentation. Why? It is difficult to regain the same level of 
passion that students have in the spring and often older members of the team move on 
to new schools. I was thinking that we might see more youth leadership develop if they 
were inspired/motivated in the fall and then had most of the year to make and carry out 
plans. Just a suggestion. 

 
 


