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Introduction 
 

Rose-Marie Batley, Executive Director EarthCARE and Project 
Manager 

 
 

 
It is a pleasure to submit the sixth EarthCARE Annual Report for the Ottawa-Carleton 
District School Board covering the goals, activities, events, and accomplishments 
made in the schools through EarthCARE in the school year 2008/2009. 
 
The students and staff had another outstanding year of accomplishments, with ~94% 
of the schools participating in the program this year. The “Spring 2009 School Audits” 
indicated LOCO initiatives in schools and centrally were avoiding energy costs of ~$1.8 
million dollars for the district. One hundred and thirty-eight of the schools in the district 
participated in making a difference. Environmental stewardship and leadership are 
recognized values in the OCDSB.  
 
Several people contributed to the success of EarthCARE. The Project Coordinator, 
Doris Davidson, has invested countless hours assisting school teams throughout the 
year, planning in-services, delivering training, and communicating regularly with Team 
Leaders by phone, email and school visits. EarthCARE focuses on the achievements 
and activities in the schools in order to foster a conservation culture. School 
achievements and activities are posted on the EarthCARE website 
(www.earthcarecanada.com). These stories indicate a richness and diversity of action. 
 
The Director, Lyall Thomson, and his Senior Staff were champions of the 
environmental messages, encouraging principals and school teams to participate in 
EarthCARE. Their support for the annual EarthCARE Expo with guest speaker Lisa 
Glithero and host Tony Grace was appreciated. Superintendents Carson and Adams 
were our OCDSB liaisons and worked closely in partnership with us. A special thanks 
to David Mallett, Dave Fowler, and Jack Corry in Facilities, who gave generously of 
their time, expertise, and resources. Significant support from Maggie Harvey and 
Hyacinth Haddad in Communications greatly enhanced our initiatives this year. Once 
again Dianne Hanson and Lynn Laide assisted in administration of the program. 
 
Ameresco Canada’s assistance and support were very much appreciated. The 
company provided financial support for the Expo speaker. Dave Seymour, Vice-
president of the Eastern Region, provided the Ameresco sculpture awards. His 
continued presence and support of the Expo is a reflection of the green ethic of 
Ameresco. 
 
Congratulations to everyone involved in the EarthCARE program this year. I look 
forward to working with the District to create even greater accomplishments. Together, 
environmental stewardship has become a part of the culture of the Ottawa-Carleton 
District School Board.  
 

You are making a difference!
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2008/2009 EarthCARE  
Year End Report 

 
 
The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board (OCDSB) participated in its sixth year with EarthCARE Ô  An 
Environmental Education Partnership (EC). The program was available to 117 elementary schools and 29 
secondary schools. It was provided for the District by the Facilities Department. Superintendents of 
Instruction supported the implementation with their school principals.  
 
 
About EarthCARE 
 

EarthCARE is a unique environmental program. While it offers curriculum-compliant resources and 
activity-based learning, the delivery strategies make the program distinct and bring success in energy 
reduction and environmental action. 
 
EC is customized to meet the needs and resources of the District and to address its goals. 
Involvement of students, school staff, and senior staff is facilitated through a partnership model that 
focuses efforts and generates returns. Students are the drivers of the initiatives; their ideas and 
enthusiasm are embraced. Building operators are trained to operate their buildings more efficiently; 
they are active, important members of each school’s EC Team. Dedicated support is provided to 
manage project implementation and provide in-service. The return on the investment more than 
covers the cost of the program.  
 
EarthCARE’s mission is to develop environmental stewardship at school, at home, and in the 
community. Its goal is to turn energy waste into educational value and savings. Together, students, 
staff, and parents are making a difference, now and for our future. 

 
 
Delivering EarthCARE to the OCDSB  
 

The following people directly supported the EC program this year: 
 

OCDSB/Ameresco Canada: 
Michael Carson, Superintendent of Facilities; Jennifer Adams, Superintendent of Curriculum 
with responsibility for EC; Diane Jeudy-Hugo, Executive Superintendent; Maggie Harvey, 
Manager of Communications; Hyacinth Haddad, Co-ordinator of Communications and Dave 
Seymour, Vice President Eastern Region Ameresco Canada. 

 
Delivery Team: 

Doris DavidsonEC Project Coordinator; Marjorie Clegg, EC Quality Assurance Coordinator; 
and Rose-Marie Batley, EarthCARE Executive Director. 

 
 
�����������		
�
��
�
�����������
��
���
����
 
The EarthCARE vision of making a difference for the environment and the goal of avoiding wasted energy 
are on target. The results of the in-school audits completed in April 2009 were an indicator of the 
improvement in behaviours in the three theme areas (energy, water, and waste). Specifically, these audits 
confirmed that savings of $1,803,257 were achievable. (See Appendix I – EarthCARE Scoreboard for 
more details.) 
 
This year 93.9% of the schools participated in the program. The comments from schools on their audits 
were enthusiastic and encouraging. (See Appendix 2 – Final Comments Summary for a summary of the 
comments received from elementary and secondary school team leaders through their spring 2009 audit 
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submissions.) Each school receives an individual School Audit Report and a brochure on interpreting the 
report. (See Appendix 3 for a sample school audit report.)  
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We continue to be inspired by the energy and 
commitment of our EarthCARE teams. They are 
involved in a wide variety of activities both within 
the school and the broader community. 
 
Comments from our Team Leaders: 
 
 “This has been a very active year 
for our team. We will be installing an 

organic garden and maintaining our trees. Hopefully 
next year another teacher will join the team and the 
workload can be shared.”  
 
 “We are having an Earth Day assembly with 
skits visual arts, music and dancing, poems, read by 
classes, etc. that will all promote conservation, 
preservation and reduction in energy and waste. On 
this day, students wear Blue and Green clothing symbolizing 
their conscious effort to contribute to the EarthCARE cause.” 
 
 “…It is also great that everyone on staff and the 
students are making EarthCARE part of their regular habits, 
not just a day or event. I’m most impressed by my younger 
ones who have all the right vocabulary and attitude to make 
a difference now and as they grow up. This year has proven 
that it IS all worth it and every little bit DOES help! Thank-
you to the EarthCARE Canada group for having such a great 
support system in both staff and the website. So many more 
teachers are taking advantage of it! Hopefully, I’ll have even more good news to share 
next year, but overall, this has been the best year yet!” 

 
Spring Training/In-service is one of the most 
engaging activities for everyone. Our Team Leaders 
bring members from their EarthCARE teams to this 
session and share what they are doing at their 
school. It was disappointing this year to have lost 
one of our days due to weather that cancelled all 
buses and we were unable to reschedule these 
schools. For those who attended with their team, it 
was a rewarding day. 
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Comments from our Team Leaders: 
  “The EarthCARE training sessions are great as they give us the opportunity to 
listen to each other’s ideas and improve our own plans for our school. They also help us 
to refresh our minds for the upcoming year.” 
 
 “We thank EarthCARE for their continued support. The meetings with the other 
schools are extremely beneficial. Thanks for keeping us up-to-date and informed about 
important environmental issues.” 
 
 “Bringing students to a session is effective teaching and very rewarding.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Students and staff in the OCDSB were active and continued to be effective in making a difference. Their 
activities and events had a significant effect on utility costs while the support of the system leadership 
was important to maintaining our focus. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

(See Appendix 4 – EarthCARE Audit Stats for more details.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
�  93.9 % of the 146 schools in the system participated to some extent in 

EarthCARE; 
�  Over 2000 students and almost 400 staff were actively promoting EC action 

and awareness;  
�  Estimated savings of $1,803,257 from LOCO 
�  Estimated reduction in CO2 emissions 17.0 tonnes (equivalent to planting 

564 mature trees) 

 

 

Spring Training 

Bayview Chief G. Raymond 
and EC team 

Winner of EC Contest  



   
Better Planet Productions Inc. 7 July 2009 

Expo 2009 
 

Over 300 people attended this year’s EarthCARE Expo. The theme “It’s up to you…we all count!” was the 
recurring message of the day. Our keynote speaker, Lisa (Diz) Glithero, founder of the EYES (Education, 
Youth, Education, Sustainability) Project, and Educational Director for ‘Students on Ice’ Program 
delivered an inspiring speech on our need to be environmental stewards of the earth. She shared a 
number of slides from her adventures in the arctic and highlighted the changes she has observed in the 
last few years as a result of climate change. Lisa was encouraged by the many actions the students of 
the OCDSB were doing to protect the earth and by the hope they provide for the future. Rosalind Crump 
(Roz), a senior student at Glebe C,I was fortunate enough to be on one of the excursions Lisa took to the 
arctic and prior to introducing Lisa, Roz shared some of the highlights of her trip and presented some 
incredible pictures as a backdrop to her stories. 
 
A-Channel’s Morning News co-host Tony Grace was the Master of Ceremonies and he was excellent at 
keeping the program entertaining and on schedule. Director Lyall Thomson commended the EC teams for 
their achievements and presented the Jenny Award in memory of Jennifer Teague to the EC teams from 
Adrienne Clarkson Elementary School and Colonel By Secondary School. The EC team from W. Erskine 
Johnston Public School and Caitlin Stone from John McCrae Secondary School shared with the audience 
their school’s EarthCARE projects and events. Both schools have very active EC teams.  
 
This year’s Expo competition was to create a 60-second podcast that could be aired on the radio on Earth 
Day. Superintendents Jennifer Adams and Barrie Hammond judged the challenge and selected Leslie 
Park PS and Colonel By SS as the winners of the Ameresco Award, which was presented by Dave 
Seymour, Vice President of Ameresco Canada, Eastern Region. Runners up were Knoxdale PS and 
Brookfield SS. The entries were awesome. (Visit our website at www.earthcarecanada.com to read an in-
depth report on the Expo and see the many photos taken.) 
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Expo 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Dave Seymour presents the Ameresco 
Award to Leslie Park PS 

 

Colonel By SS receiving the Ameresco 
Award from Dave Seymour 

 

 

 

Director Lyall Thomson presents the 
Jenny Award to Adrienne Clarkson 

ES 

Colonel By SS receiving the Jenny Award from 
Director Lyall Thomson 
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A-Channel’s Tony Grace  

Rozalind Crump – Glebe CI 

Caitlin Stone – John McCrae SS 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Wyn Wood EC ambassadors 

 
Keynote speaker Lisa (Diz) Glithero 

 

 

Students from W Erskine Johnston 
PS share their EC initiatives 
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Our goal is to provide resources with meaningful learning opportunities that also meet Ontario curriculum 
expectations. The EarthCARE initiative offers a means to provide every student with the skills and values 
necessary to contribute in a positive way in their schools and communities.  
 
Linking current curriculum with the EarthCARE initiative provides a meaningful vehicle for instruction while 
at the same time providing support for the achievement of District goals. Several areas of curriculum 
including Science, Mathematics and Literacy can be linked to the EarthCARE initiative. There are also 
links to major initiatives such as Safe and Caring Schools, Character Education, and Healthy Active 
Living. The strategies to use these “links” will continue to be a focus for EC. 

 
 
�����������		
�
��
�
�������������
��
 
The uniqueness of the EarthCARE program is in its delivery strategies centering on engagement and 
partnerships. Shared goals and a focus on achieving these goals enabled each of us to do a little in order 
that all of us achieve significant gains. The support and encouragement of the Senior Staff, in particular 
Superintendent of Facilities Michael Carson, Superintendent Jennifer Adams with responsibility for EC, 
and Director Lyall Thomson contributed in large measure to the continued success. Support was provided 
in many ways, including:         
 

�  Providing Team Leaders access to their Project Coordinator (Doris Davidson) who throughout the 
year makes school visits to support EC teams, celebrate achievements, write/publish articles 
highlighting school initiatives on the web. 
 

�  Adding a new Discussions Folder on Beam for Team Leaders to post information, questions, and 
resources. Etc.  

 
“Thank you for your guidance and the new EarthCARE Folder on Beam – this is a 
great tool!”    Elementary Team Leader 
 

�  Working with the Communications Department to plan and present the EarthCARE Expo. Their 
assistance and expertise were invaluable. 

 
�  Support of Senior Staff who graciously acted as judges at the Expo and supported EC in their 

schools and departments throughout the year. 
 
�  Support of Facilities staff at the EarthCARE training and in-service: 

David Mallett, Jack Corry, and David Fowler presented information 
to schools on energy initiatives, new equipment, recycling and best 
practices. They also answered a number of questions about 
Facilities. 

 
�  Providing Web resources including information and ideas to 

EarthCARE Team Leaders and student participants. Examples 
include: 

·  Individual school utility data (7 years) for cost and 
consumption are available on the website. (These data 
have been used by at least one school to acquire funding 
for a greening activity.)  

·  Focus on Books and Focus on Numbers - lesson plans 
relating to books with an environmental theme 
(available online in the Resources section of the 
website) 

Superintendent Michael Carson 
commends EC teams at Expo 

2009 
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·  EC Home Audit was developed for students to audit their homes and help educate their 
parents (available online in the Resources section of the website). 

 
�  A series of brochures have been available again this year for Team Leaders to provide 

them with useful and timely information. Brochures were provided at team training 
sessions to assist Team Leaders with the implementation and interpretation of the 
audits.  

 
�  Through Beam, Team Leaders have been kept up-to-date with training information and 

quick response to questions about the program as they arise. Thank you to Business & 
Learning Technologies for allowing the Project Coordinator and Administrator to have 
access to this service and to communicate with Team Leaders in an efficient manner. 
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We have continued to partner with Earth Day Ottawa for the Solar Car event and Earth Day celebrations. 
We also worked with Hydro Ottawa to collect incandescent festive lights and replace them with LED 
lights. Almost 60 schools participated and collected over 3,300 strings, which were recycled, and the 
money from the sale of the copper was donated back to the OCDSB breakfast program. We also 
partnered with The Ottawa Go Green Expo at Lansdowne Park March 21-22 where 5000 grades 3 & 4 
students participated in a colouring contest on “What Going Green Means To Me”. Each student received 
a piece of seed paper to encourage 
them to make the world a greener place. 
Our partnership with BatteryCYCLE 
(new this year) was a great success, 
with a total of 270,000 batteries 
collected. EarthCARE also sponsored 
the placemats at EduGala this year for 
their theme: ‘The Environment’, and a 
new partnership with the Ottawa 67’s to 
highlight EarthCARE at their Go Green 
Game and provide a fundraising 
opportunity to our EC teams was 
started. We continue to expand our 
partnerships and look forward to 
expanding our community involvement. 
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Schools teams appreciated the EarthCARE kits and used the materials in a variety of ways to celebrate, 
reward, and encourage support of school-based initiatives. Feedback on the contents and use of the kit 
materials is solicited at each spring training session in order to provide meaningful materials for the 
following year. 
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One of the strengths of EarthCARE is its strategies for inculcating environmental stewardship and 
responsible conservation activities. Responding to the challenges that face schools is important and must 
be done on an annual basis.  
 

The EarthCARE Team at Featherston PS launch 
the BatteryCYCLE campaign 
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Update on Goals for the 2008-2009 school year:  
 

Goal Action 
Integrate facilities initiatives for energy, garbage 
and recycling 
(LOCO, litterless lunches, Pack-it-in/pack-it-out, 
composting, recycling programs) 

 

David Fowler presented at fall in-service project to 
place live monitors in schools to raise awareness of 
energy consumption. Jack Corry presented 
information on costs associated with 
waste/recycling for the district  
 

Increase composting programs in schools through 
awareness and partnership with The Worm Factory 
 

Presentation at fall in-service by the Worm Factory 
on how to increase composting in schools 

Increase awareness of costs associated with 
garbage collection and recycling in an effort to 
reduce garbage sent to landfill and increase 
recycling 
 

Statistics on garbage and recycling for district 
schools presented and teams were encouraged to 
continue their efforts in this area and where 
possible increase participation 

Continue partnerships with Earth Day Ottawa, The 
Worm Factory, Hydro Ottawa and initiate new 
partnerships, e.g., Ottawa 67’s, Growing Up 
Organic 
 

We continued these partnerships and added 
BatteryCYCLE, Edugala, and Go Green Expo 

Expand use of Beam with new folder, which will 
allow Team Leaders to share/discuss ideas and 
issues 
 
 

New Discussions folder added to Beam 

Change timing of celebration event – Expo- to 
morning only and change date to not compete with 
Earth Day or Education Week activities. 
 

Date changed to April 30th, morning presentation 

 
 
 
Goals for 2009-2010 School Year: 
 

�  Continue with energy initiative – LOCO 
�  Work with schools to reduce garbage and increase recycling in an effort to reduce 

garbage sent to landfill through take-it back, litterless lunches, composting programs,  
�  Increase awareness of garbage/recycling at each school- data provided for each school 

by Facilities Dept.  
�  Register participation in Earth Hour, Spring/Fall Clean the Capital program, and Earth 

Day activities 
�  Continue community outreach and partnerships 
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Take a bow! 
 

Schools that published a web stories this year! 
 

School Story 
Avalon Public School Earth Day video 
Bayview Public School Chief G. Raymond EC Award Winner 
Castlefrank Elementary School EarthCARE Team Activities 
Cedarview Middle School EarthCARE Activities 

Earth Day with Rod Bryden 
Colonel By Secondary School EarthCARE Team Activities 
Connaught Public School Canadian Tire Green School Challenge 

 Winner 
Dunning Foubert Fall Contest winner 
Elgin Street Public School EarthCARE Garden 
Elizabeth Wyn Wood Fall Contest Winner 
Featherston Public School BatteryCYCLE Launch 
Glebe Collegiate Institute Cake Raffle 

Twigs Light Exchange 
Trash Free Fridays 

Lakeview Public School Earth Day Activities 
Leslie Park Public School EarthCARE Video 
Meadowlands Public School EarthCARE Team Activities 
Pinecrest Public School Growing Up Organic Gardens 
Queen Mary Public School  Chalkfest 
Richmond Public School Earth Day Celebrations 
Riverview Alternative School Enviro Fair 
 
I thank everyone who supported the EarthCARE initiatives at the OCDSB You have 
provided valuable information, ideas, and financial support to the program. Without 
the efforts of all of you, we would not have achieved such gains. 
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2003/2004 
 

2004/2005 
 

2005/2006 
 

2006/2007 
 

2007/2008 
 

2008/2009 

Schools participating in EC 90% 98.7% 94.6 % 94.0% 95.9% 92.5% 

# Schools completing Spring 
audit (%) 

106 
(74.0%) 

136 
(91.3%) 

131 
(87.9%) 

121 
(81.2%) 

106 
(72.6%) 

112 
(76.2%) 

# Students participating on EC 
Teams 

1494 4272 3505 2871 1927 2099 

# P/VPs involved 70 138 105 88 69 63 

# Staff participating 247 351 421 283 207 242 

# Custodians participating 113 151 135 118 106 81 

# Parents participating 60 49 40 60 47 65 

# Community Sponsors in 
schools 

5 13 15 21 11 13 

# of EC Catalysts trained 104 87 N/A* N/A* N/A* N/A* 

# of Schools using ECCs 26 14 N/A* N/A* N/A* N/A* 

Participation in Building 
Operator Program 

81% 96% 90% N/A* N/A* N/A* 

Moderate to High Student 
participation in EC as reported 
in audit 

42.4% 55.7% 61.2% 61.1% 54.7% 48.7% 

Moderate to High Staff 
participation in EC as reported 
in the audit 

31.2% 37.5% 36.4% 43.0% 37.7% 36.3% 

Moderate to High Frequency of 
Involvement as reported in the 
audit 

n/a n/a 62.7% 56.1% 56.6% 54.9% 

Moderate to High Visibility of EC 
in School as reported in the 
audit 

51% 60.4% 65.1% 70.3% 58.5% 61.1% 

Average Lights off reported 74.9% 84.4% 83.9% 86.0% 85.7% 85.3% 

Average Computers off reported 72.5% 77.4% 76.1% 78.0% 78.5% 78.6% 

Estimated savings from LOCO 
alone ** 

$938,700 $1,083,118 $1,247,147 $1,791,542 $1,959,850 $1,803,257 

Estimated reduction in CO2 
emissions ** 

8.8 tonnes 

(equivalent 
to planting 
292 mature 

trees) 

10.1 tonnes 

(equivalent 
to planting 
335 mature 

trees) 

11.6 tonnes 

(equivalent 
to planting 
385 mature 

trees) 

16.7 tonnes 

(equivalent 
to planting  
554 mature 

trees) 

18.3 tonnes 

(equivalent 
to planting  
607 mature 

trees) 

17.0 tonnes 

(equivalent 
to planting  
564 mature 

trees) 

* Secondary ECCs were not trained for use in the program; BOTP was not provided via EC 

** Estimates assume that every day of the school year the occupant behaviours were similar to those reported in 
the audit 

 Ottawa -Carleton District School Board  

APPENDIX 1 
 

EarthCARE Scoreboard  
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APPENDIX 2 
 

 
The following comments represent a summary of those made on the audit submissions by elementary 
schools. The comments are categorized in three sections: progress; concerns; and suggestions for 
revisions. Where comments were of a similar nature, they are not repeated. 
 
Progress This year, we have added a composting program and several staff members to our environment 

planning team. Our numbers just keep growing! Great job, Agincourt! 

 It is rewarding and refreshing to see the "slowly but surely" changes that are happening at our 
school.  Kids who tell me they and their parents watched the web video on Litterless Lunches or 
the documentary "Forever Plastic" from the newsletter.  A student who takes a photo of a cool 
recycling bin (just to show me).  It's also great that everyone on staff and the students are 
making EarthCARE part of their regular habits, not just a day or event.  I'm most impressed by 
my younger ones who have all the right vocabulary and attitude to make a difference now, and 
as they grow up.  This year has proven that it IS all worth it and every little bit DOES help!  
Thank-you to the EarthCARE Canada group for having such a great support system in both 
staff and the website.  So many more teachers are taking advantage of it!  Hopefully, I'll have 
even more good news to share next year but overall, this has been the best year yet! 

 Staff involvement is improving.  Some teachers do make the effort to turn off monitors and 
should be documented for doing so but the audit does not ask this.  Staff was greatly involved 
in the planting of trees. Our greening committee is great.  We are planting more tree saplings in 
the spring and last fall we planted 55.  We are getting involved in the horticultural program at 
Bell H.S. and John McCrae will build benches for the yard.  A garden is going to be put in and 
plants grown.  Also, we are building a composter.  Recycling and lights out in the staff room has 
improved.  Keeping things simple and clear is more effective in getting people involved.  Better 
labelling of recycling boxes (picture work best), address students early and be consistent, more 
videos would be effective. 

 As an Alternative School we participate in most EarthCARE activities that do not involve an 
element of competition. We put on an annual sharing assembly, hold a bake sale to raise 
money to support endangered animals and design posters to encourage the students and staff 
in our school to conserve energy and practice the 3 Rs. 

 • This year the responsibilities for EarthCARE were shared by 3 teachers in the school, with the 
audit falling under the responsibility of the grade 5 teacher as Energy Conservation" is part of 
the grade 5 science curriculum. 
 
• We are fortunate to have technology in the school to assist with the conservation of water and 
energy (automatic faucets and lights). 

 We are moving along; changes are being made particularly in the area of the amount of waste 
generated by lunches especially. We are still working on rinsing the pop cans before they are 
put into recycle. The EarthCARE reps are working as a team. We need a composter for next 
September so that we can take care of the vegetable/fruit based garbage. 

 Thanks for your support! 

 It was our leader's first year. She is very interested in greening the planet and hopes that next 
year the team will be able to go beyond weekly recycling collection. 

 The EarthCARE club worked very hard this year to promote environmental issues in the school.  
Next year, it would be helpful to get parent council involved to promote litterless lunches in the 
school and a recycling program for juice boxes and milk cartons.  Starting composting is 

Summary of Final Co mments from the ‘Spring 2009 Audits ’ 
OCDSB Elementary Schools  
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another goal for the school in a few classes next year. 

 Thank you for your guidance and the new EarthCARE Folder on BEAM - this is a great tool! 

 Information on yearly audits is good information (especially when different teachers are running 
the EarthCARE program within the school in various years).   

 Our environment club consists of 2 reps from each class allowing for information to be 
distributed.  Past members are also welcome. One grade 3 teacher works with her class on 
specific projects (compost, trivia...) 

 Otherwise, it has been a growing aspect in the school and more teachers and students are 
involved each year. Each year we do a little bit more! What more can one ask? 

 In many ways we have the students involved in projects as an entire school (i.e., reading 
buddies, greening projects, yard clean-ups, book sales etc) rather than limiting the number of 
participants to just a "club" or team of students/teachers. 

 Our school is piloting the environmentally friendly cleaning products that the board is initiating.  
Release time was provided by my principal - otherwise it would have been very taxing for me to 
do this on my own time. 

 The EarthCARE training sessions are great as they give us the opportunity to listen to each 
other's ideas and improve our own plans for our school. They also help us refresh our minds for 
the upcoming year. Thank you. 

 Tree planting will be continued this coming school year.  The City of Ottawa limits tree planting 
applications for every two years.  We will apply to have trees planted this coming school year.  
We are having an Earth Day Assembly with skits, visual arts, music and dancing, poems read 
by classes, etc. that will all promote conservation, preservation and reduction in energy and 
waste.  On this day, students are to wear Blue and Green clothing, symbolizing their conscious 
effort to contribute to the EarthCARE cause.  A small, but effective contribution is we have our 
staffroom coffee machine on a timer.  We have also purchased a flat screen monitor that is 
programmable, that shows our schools activities, including EarthCARE initiatives. 

 Bringing students to a session is effective teaching and very rewarding. 

 
Concerns Still frustrated with City of Ottawa's and OCDSB's policies as to elementary recycling of blue 

box items (mostly milk cartons and yard waste) after many years of doing this and seeing other 
municipalities dealing much better with these issues. 

 Because we do not have a truly active student group for EC, we did not come to the audit 
training day. It was limited to those schools bringing students. Also, we have a policy in our 
school to AVOID transporting students to activities in staff vehicles. 

 Our main concern we hear repeatedly is that the board does not recycle its own milk/juice 
cartons but yet the board really promotes the recycling in the schools. 

 Unfortunately I was on mat. leave for most of the year.  It's been a struggle to get things going 
again, but hopefully things will pick up in these last few months and transfer over to next year. 

 We were planning on attending the Spring Training, but the buses were cancelled that day and 
we were unable to make it on another day due to the times the workshop started and the start 
of our school day. 
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 I still cannot e-mail myself the results because of the apostrophe in O'Brien in my ocdsb.ca e-
mail. 

 It is difficult to achieve 100% participation if not all staff are willing to participate. 
 
Do computers in sleep mode count as on? 

 It continues to be difficult to get the intermediate students involved and responsive to the 
activities of EarthCARE. Even students, who were part of the team, do not return once they 
become intermediate. 

 This year we did not have any staff who were able to commit to doing/planning many activities 
for the school. We are hoping to improve on this next year! 

 Please note that the thermostats cannot be set by individual teachers. The temperatures vary 
depending upon the time of the day and the direction of the sun due to large numbers of 
windows in some rooms. We received 2 new sets of computers in 2 of our 3 labs this winter. 

 Open concept school so lights are not controlled by one classroom area. 

 I have not included the lights that are there for security. They are on all the time. I have 
concentrated on the classes, something we can do. All other rooms are out of our control. The 
Janitor in my school does not cooperate much. 

 This has not been a very active year for our team.  We will be installing an organic garden and 
maintaining our trees. Hopefully next year another teacher will join the team and the workload 
can be shared. 
 

 One of our classrooms on the second floor has problems with the thermostat.  Also I continue to 
add that we wish for more time for our team to communicate the important messages.  The 
recess break for our meetings flies by. 

 3 switches of teachers responsible for EarthCARE in 9 months. 

 We have asked for the amount of light tubes to be cut down, but because of safety issues, this 
was turned down.  I don't understand why we can't use 1 tube instead of 2 or 2 instead of 4 in 
each bank of lights. 

 We tried the "Take it Back " program for juice boxes and milk containers, but lunch boxes got 
too smelly so we discontinued it. 
 
We have not been able to get the school council on board to purchase the Earth worm 
composting program. 

 Viscount Alexander has traditionally had an extremely vigorous EarthCARE program.  One of 
the problems associated with declining enrolment is that the number of teachers declines but 
the number of extracurricular activities does not. We are now in the position of having fewer 
teachers spearheading the same number of student activities as we did when we had at triple 
the staff. While the level of student participation in EarthCARE has not diminished, the level of 
staff participation has - for the simple reason that everyone is burnt out running all the sports, 
clubs, etc that we have always offered for a vibrant school climate. 

 Goals set last year seemed possible at the time, but we unfortunately did not operate at our 
potential. Next year, the same goals remain and responsibility for meeting them will be shared 
across an executive to make it possible to accomplish more.  
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 We are a new school and just getting started with our EarthCARE team. 

 
Suggestions There are 2 teachers on staff who have expressed an interest in worm composters. Is there a 

way that the cost of these can be subsidized as our classroom budgets are already stretched? 

 • Our outdoor waste bins are often overflowing or contain contaminated materials. 
• Students particularly enjoyed participating in the EarthCARE Challenge to create an 
environmental podcast. 
• We have an enormous amount of tetra boxes that are not being recycled. Students separate 
them, but then we have nowhere to take them. I urge EarthCARE and the Board to find a 
source and method for tetra pack recycling.  
• Custodial staff would benefit from support of materials such as clear plastic bags for proper 
disposal of recyclables. 

 Increased PR focus aimed at administration (i.e., principals) might provide a greater incentive 
for administration to encourage a greater participation by staff members who are not directly 
involved in the EarthCARE program and may, therefore, not be as actively or proactively 
involved as they could be. There are so many programs and initiatives that teachers are 
responsible for on a daily and ongoing basis that sometimes EarthCARE and the environment 
are not given the attention that they deserve at this time of Global Warming and world-wide 
environmental concerns. 

 This Audit takes a tremendous amount of time, and it right before Earth Day. It has taken a 
minimum of 5 hours of my own time to prepare, do and compile the data. (That is with a team of 
EarthCARE members whose time I have not counted.) If this audit could be streamlined, and/or 
placed at a different time of year, it would be appreciated. EarthCARE members would also 
prefer to be out exploring the earth at recesses during this time of year. 

 I have a comment about the EarthCARE Expo. The first year I brought students it was fantastic. 
We had a challenge that was hands on and visual. This year, I felt that the 2 1/2 hours my 
students had to sit for was excessive. They were bored and disappointed.  I wish that it were 
organized as a youth conference, perhaps by high school students, to be an interactive and fun 
day. Get rid of the 2 1/2 days of release training and make a one-day field trip for the students 
as a REAL reward for their work all year. 

 A day to work in our own school specifically on planning for EarthCARE activities would be 
really appreciated (Having the option to attend one of the workshops or work in our own school) 

 Provide schools with some concrete incentives to help promote EarthCARE initiatives -- 
rewards that are appropriate to our messages. 

 Shared buses for spring meeting with funding... Beacon schools cannot afford to attend meeting 
with students. 

 Sorry for the delay. Can we have the audit some other time further from Earth Day since it is a 
very busy time already and it means one or two people are doing everything all at once. 
Thanks. 

 More frequent contact with EarthCARE would be great, via email, workshops, etc., and support 
for team field trips. 

 We'd be interested in doing composting next year. We'd also like t-shirts for our Green Team 
members. 

 Looking for ideas to involve more parents in the community. 
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 Training for new EarthCARE reps. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The following comments represent a summary of those made on the audit submissions by secondary 
schools. The comments are categorized in three sections: progress; concerns; and suggestions for 
revisions. Where comments were of a similar nature, they are not repeated. 
 
Progress We have been able to use some of the EarthCARE prizes for the litterless lunch prizes, 

which were helpful and act as a reminder for those who won. Hopefully next year we can get 
a speaker in, someone who is a leader in environmental issues, to educate both our group 
and other members in the school, in a way that is more direct. 

 We feel well supported by the EC team at the Board - thank you! 

 Hi,  My students enjoyed their participation in the audit today.   

 We thank EarthCARE for their continued support. The meetings with other schools are 
extremely beneficial. Thanks for keeping up up-to-date and informed about important 
environmental issues. 

 We have maintained weekly recycling of classroom paper, cans and plastic bottles, can tab 
collection, no other initiatives. 

 
Concerns One note:  heating in our school is radiant (boiler) - do blocked "vents" count in this case? (ie 

- there is no actual blowing of air). 

Summary of the F inal Comments from the ‘Spring 2009 Audits’   
OCDSB Secondary Schools 

 

 

Castlefrank ES Foyer 
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 The bus strike significantly impacted on our school this year.  As well, I was not here for 
most of last year and this year, so projects and involvements that are normally well 
developed occurred to a lesser extent.  Hopefully we will do better next year! 

 It is a great project that you have for the board. Unfortunately without the funding/gain-
sharing it is hard to run effectively within our school. 

 We did not attend the spring session as student participation was a requirement and there 
was a bus strike. 

 Would like more involvement from students, need visible signs, posters for recycling bins & 
garbage cans 

 We were unable to do our survey this year. OTLC has had trouble attracting student and 
staff participation in 2008/2009. I hope to change that next year. 

 I am currently replacing our EarthCARE leader who is on maternity leave so unsure what the 
club will do next year but we can do a lot to improve our visibility around the school. Next 
year it would be great if we could have greater student involvement, more kids interested in 
joining the club! 

 
Suggestions None given 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Riverview Alternative School 
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Sample Elementary School 
April 2009 

        

EC Team (out of 20)   

(Higher scores are better.) 
Based on EC team membership, number of meetings held, training sessions 
attended, and activities/stories.   

        

Sample Elementary School 18.0      

OCDSB elementary schools      

Mean 12.5      

Minimum 5.0      

Maximum 19.0         

          

 Waste (Lower percentages are better!)  Energy ( Lower percentages are better!)   

% of rooms with garbage in recycling  % of lights on when shouldn't be    

Sample Elementary School 3.5%  Sample Elementary School 22.0%   

OCDSB elementary schools  School target set 5%   

Mean 21.4%  OCDSB elementary schools    

Minimum 0.0%  Mean 14.5%   

Maximum 53.8%  Minimum 0.0%   

    Maximum 42.7%   

% rooms with recycling in garbage  % computers on when shouldn't be    

Sample Elementary School 15.8%  Sample Elementary School 14.6%   

OCDSB elementary schools  School target set 5%   

Mean 18.2%  OCDSB elementary schools    

Minimum 0.0%  Mean 22.1%   

Maximum 51.4%  Minimum 0.0%   

    Maximum 50.9%   

% rooms with no recycling bin  % rooms with blocked vents    

Sample Elementary School 3.5%  Sample Elementary School 0.0%   

OCDSB elementary schools  OCDSB elementary schools    

Mean 6.0%  Mean 10.6%   

Minimum 0.0%  Minimum 0.0%   

Maximum 33.3%  Maximum 51.1%   

       

    % rooms with inappropriate temperature setting   

    Sample Elementary School 26.3%   

    OCDSB elementary schools    

 Water (Lower percentages are better!) Mean 2.8%   

% of leaky faucets   Minimum 0.0%   

Sample Elementary School 0.0%  Maximum 37.9%   

OCDSB elementary schools      

Mean 3.3%  Sample Elementary School: Targets set for 07-08   

Minimum 0.0%        

Maximum 20.0%  percentage of lights on when not needed 20   

% of leaky toilets   percentage of computers on when not needed 5   

Sample Elementary School 0.0%  number of events or activities planned 10   

OCDSB elementary schools  number of newsletter articles to be written 6   

Mean 1.4%  number of web articles to be submitted 1   

Minimum 0.0%        

Maximum 18.2%        

APPENDIX 3 Sample School Audit Report 



   
Better Planet Productions Inc. 22 July 2009 

APPENDIX 4 

Spring 2009 OCDSB EarthCARE Audit Stats 
 

 Elementary Secondary Board-wide 

# Schools completing audit (%) 96 (82.1%) 16 (53.3%) 112 (76.2%) 

Total # students in schools (average /school) 39,466 (411.1) 14,373 (845.5) 53,839 (476.5) 

# Rooms audited  (average /school) 4176 (43.5) 1481 (92.6) 5657 (50.5) 

# P/VP involved 52 11 63 

# Teachers involved  (average /school) 203 (2.1) 39 (2.3) 242 (2.1) 

# EC students on team  (average /school) 1874 (19.5) 225 (13.2) 2099 (18.6) 

# Custodians involved  (average /school) 65 (0.7) 16 (0.9) 81 (0.7) 

# Parents involved  64 1 65 

# Community Sponsors 7 6 13 

# Schools at Fall or Spring Training 104 22 126 

# EC Meetings to April 2009 1171 (12.2) 186 (10.9) 1357 (12.0) 

# Schools using EC Lessons/Resources (%) 39 (40.6) 7 (41.2) 46 (40.7) 

Average EC Team Score (Max=20) 11.3 10.9 11.2 

Student Involvement Average Score / 3 1.59 0.65 1.45 

Staff Involvement Average Score / 3 1.14 0.88 1.10 

Frequency of Involvement Average Score / 3 1.77 1.29 1.70 

Visibility of EC in school Average Score / 3 1.81 1.41 1.75 

Faucets counted (average/school) 

Faucets leaking (average/school) 

4552 (47.4) 

124 (1.3) 

1677 (104.8) 

55 (3.4) 

6229 (55.6) 

179 (1.6) 

Toilets counted (average/school) 

Toilets leaking (average/school) 

2925 (30.5) 

16 (0.2) 

783 (48.9) 

30 (1.9) 

3708 (33.1) 

46 (0.4) 

Outside lights counted (average/school) 

On unnecessarily (average/school) 

1357 (14.1) 

33 (0.34) 

277 (17.3) 

54 (3.4) 

1634 (14.6) 

87 (0.8) 

Computers counted (average/school) 

On unnecessarily (average/school) 

8325 (86.7) 

1812 (18.9) 

3807 (237.9) 

667 (41.7) 

12,132 (108.3) 

2479 (22.1) 

Inside Lights Counted (average/school) 

On Unnecessarily (average/school) 

75,979 (791.4) 

10,201 (106.3) 

32,393 (2024.6) 

3435 (214.7) 

108,372 (967.6) 

13,636 (121.8) 

Garbage in Recycling (average/school) 506 (5.3) 199 (12.4) 705 (6.3) 

Recycling in Garbage (average/school) 864 (9.0) 337 (21.1) 1201 (10.7) 

No Recycling Bin where needed (average/school) 382 (4.0) 218 (13.6) 600 (5.4) 

Vents Blocked (average/school) 349 (3.6) 48 (3.0) 397 (3.5) 

Inappropriate Room Temperature (average/school) 131 (1.4) 27 (1.7) 158 (1.4) 
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APPENDIX 5 
 

Summary of Activities in OCDSB Schools 
 

The following activities took place in OCDSB schools during 2008/2009. In many cases, the listed activity 
took place in several schools. The list is not exhaustive. It does represent the richness and diversity of 
environmental stewardship taking place in the schools. 
 
100-mile Challenge 
4 Rs - RETHINK, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
Adopt a Dolphin 
Adopt a Park 
Adopt a Road 
Adopt a Tree 
Anti-pesticide Campaign 
Battery Drives & Bake Sales 
Big Gift to the Earth Program 
Bird Feeders from recycled materials 
Book Exchange 
Butterfly Garden 
Classroom Audits daily 
Clean Petrie Island 
Clean the Capital 
Clean the Trans Canada Trail 
Cleanest Classroom Award 
Climate Change Challenge (Ontario 
Government) 
Clothing Exchanges 
Collecting Pop Tabs for Clifford Bowey/Crystal 
Bay 
Composting (regular & vermi) 
David Suzuki Challenge 
Decorate grocery bags for Earth Day 
Designing energy-efficient homes 
Earth Hour, Day, Week, Month 
EarthCARE Annual Audits 
EarthCARE Book Fair 
EarthCARE Plays 
EarthCARE Raps 
EarthCARE Scholarship 
EarthCARE Summit 
Earth Day Ottawa  
Enviro Facts Announcements 
Enviro Movie Night 
Environmental Board Game 
Environmental Skits, Power Points, Assemblies 
Envirothon 
Evergreen 
Family Survey on the Environment 
Fashion Show of 2nd hand clothes 
Friday Computer Lab Check 
'Funch' Boxes – fund raising for student lunches  
Fundraising for ‘Water Can’ 
Garbage-free Lunches 
Gently Used Toy Sale 
Go Veggie Week 

Golden Dustpan Award 
Good-on-one-side (GOOS) Paper 
Green Bin Challenge (City of Ottawa) 
Green Globe Award 
Green Teacher of the Month 
Greening & Cleaning the School Yard 
Habitat for Humanity 
Happy & Sad Face Recycling Program 
Home Conservation Tips 
Home Energy Audit 
Jane Goodall Foundation 
Leaders Today/Free the Children 
LED Festive Light Exchange (Hydro Ottawa) 
Lights Off Day 
Litter-less Lunch Every Day 
LOCO (Lights Off / Computers Off) 
Lug-a-Mug 
Monarch Butterfly Project 
No Idling Campaign 
No paper or plastic plates/cutlery at events 
No to uranium mining 
On-line Newsletters 
Operation Porch Light 
Organic Fair Trade Coffee Houses 
OTESHA 
Pack-it-in/Pack-it-out 
Pick 3 – end of day clean-up 
Pizza-box Dragon 
Planting Trees and Flowers 
Play about Global Warming 
Power of Kids 
Rainforest Fundraising 
Ravine Nature Walks 
Recycled Art 
Recycling Audits 
Recycling Cell Phones 
Recycling Eye Glasses 
Recycling Grocery Bags 
Recycling Light Bulbs 
Recycling Printer Cartridges 
Recycling textbooks to Africa 
Recycling/Reusing Milk Cartons & Tetra Paks 
Ride your Bike to School Competition 
SEEDs Challenge 
Solar Car Challenge 
Speakers (e.g., Sierra Club, Elizabeth May) 
Silver Garbage Can Award 
Surprise Energy Audits 
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Talkin’ Trash (City of Ottawa) 
The Worm Factory 
Turn-it-off Challenge: TV-free Week 
United Way Walkathon 

Vegetable Picking for the Food Bank 
Vegetarian Awareness Day & Potlucks 
Walk/Bike to School Week 
Walking School Bus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dunning-Foubert ES – An EarthCARE presence in the foyer of the school  

 
See Yourself Making a Difference 

 
with 
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