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Introduction 
 

Rose-Marie Batley, Executive Director EarthCARE and Project Manager 
 
 

 
 

I am pleased to submit the final EarthCARE Annual Report for the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board 
for the school year 2009/2010. 
 
The students and staff had yet another outstanding year of accomplishments. Over the seven years the 
district has averaged an amazing school participation rate of 94%.  The “Spring 2010 School Audits” 
indicated LOCO initiatives in schools and centrally were avoiding energy costs of ~$1.7 million dollars 
for the district, bringing the total costs avoided over seven years to $10.6 million dollars .  
 
Team Leaders in some 150 schools have been inspiring and dedicated. Their support of the program 
has been key to its success. 
 
I acknowledge others who contributed to the success of EarthCARE through the seven years. Our 
Project Coordinator, Doris Davidson, has been instrumental in the gains made in the schools. Marjorie 
Clegg has managed our quality assurance component and provided the school audit analysis and 
reports. 
 
I salute the champions of the environmental messages: the Directors we have worked with, senior staff, 
and Facilities staff, who gave generously of their time, expertise, and resources. Significant support from 
Communications, particularly Hyacinth Haddad, greatly enhanced our initiatives every year. Dianne 
Hanson and Lynn Laide assisted in administration of the program. Superintendent Michael Carson has 
generously funded the program for the schools and has participated in all of our Expos. His continued 
support has been appreciated. 
 
Ameresco Canada originally provided the program and has had a presence each year. Dave Seymour, 
Vice-president of the Eastern Region, provided financial support for the Expo as well as the Ameresco 
sculpture awards.  
 
Congratulations to everyone involved in the EarthCARE program. Together, environmental stewardship 
has become a part of the culture of the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board. As this is the last report 
for EarthCARE, I wish you all the best with your environmental activities. 
 

 
 

Keep it up –  
You are making a difference!  
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2009/2010 EarthCARE  
Year End Report 

 
 
The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board (OCDSB) participated in its seventh year with EarthCARE Ô  
An Environmental Education Partnership (EC). The program was available to 117 elementary schools 
and 29 secondary schools. It was provided for the District by the Facilities Department. Superintendents 
of Instruction supported the implementation with their school principals.  
 
 
About EarthCARE 
 

EarthCARE is a unique environmental program. While it offers curriculum-compliant resources and 
activity-based learning, the delivery strategies make the program distinct and bring success in energy 
reduction and environmental action. 
 
EC is customized to meet the needs and resources of the District and to address its goals. 
Involvement of students, school staff, and senior staff is facilitated through a partnership model that 
focuses efforts and generates returns. Students are the drivers of the initiatives; their ideas and 
enthusiasm are embraced. Building operators are trained to operate their buildings more efficiently; 
they are active, important members of each school’s EC Team. Dedicated support is provided to 
manage project implementation and provide in-service. The return on the investment more than 
covers the cost of the program.  
 
EarthCARE’s mission is to develop environmental stewardship at school, at home, and in the 
community. Its goal is to turn energy waste into educational value and savings. Together, students, 
staff, and parents are making a difference, now and for our future. 

 
 
Delivering EarthCARE to the OCDSB  
 

The following people directly supported the EC program this year: 
 

OCDSB/Ameresco Canada: 
Michael Carson, Superintendent of Facilities; Jennifer Adams, Superintendent of Curriculum 
with responsibility for EC; Diane Jeudy-Hugo, Executive Superintendent, Diane Pernari-Hergert 
Manager of Communications; Hyacinth Haddad, Co-ordinator of Communications, and Dave 
Seymour, Vice President Eastern Region, Ameresco Canada. 

 
Delivery Team: 

Doris Davidson, EC Project Coordinator; Marjorie Clegg, EC Quality Assurance Coordinator; 
and Rose-Marie Batley, EarthCARE Executive Director who provided support and leadership. 

 
 
Making a Difference through Audit Results:  
 
The EarthCARE vision of making a difference for the environment and the goal of avoiding wasted energy 
is on target. The results of the in-school audits completed in April 2010 were an indicator of the 
improvement in behaviours in the three theme areas (energy, water, and waste). Specifically, these audits 
confirmed that savings of $1.7 million were achievable. (See Appendix I – EarthCARE Scoreboard for 
more details.) 
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This year 90% of the schools participated in the program. The comments from schools on their audits 
were enthusiastic and encouraging. (See Appendix 2 – Final 
Comments Summary for a summary of the comments received 
from elementary and secondary school team leaders through 
their spring 2010 audit submissions.) Each school receives an 
individual School Audit Report and a brochure on interpreting 
the report. (See Appendix 3 for a sample school audit report.)  
 
Making a Difference through 
Actions  

 
We continue to be inspired by the energy and commitment of 
our EarthCARE teams. They are involved in a wide variety of 
activities both within the school and the broader community. See  Appendix 5 for a list of activities Teams 
reported at Spring Training 2010. 

 
 
Spring Training this year took on a more activity-
based approach. Students and Team Leaders 
after meeting for introductions and news items on 
the upcoming Expo rotated through three stations: 
 

�  Growing Up Organic’s “Build a 
Composter”  

�  Audit Training 
�  Sharing Circle 

 
 

While students were rotating, new Team Leaders met with Rose-Marie Batley in preparation for 
completing the school audit. Each group was also given a Table Challenge: a one-minute play, creating 
an environmental slogan, or an Environmental Quiz Q&A, to prepare during the break and present at the 
end of the program. Teams had fun with the challenges and their presentations were an entertaining way 
to end the day. The change in format was well received by the students and Team Leaders. 
 
Comments from Team Leaders: 
 
 “The program exceeded our expectations 
because we were so engaged and we learned so 
much in an authentic way! ‘ 
  
‘The students had a great time and really enjoyed 
themselves. They were excited about what they learned and will relay it to the team. 
Making the composters was most interesting because they made it themselves and got 
to take it home!’ 
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 ‘I hope this program continues, students will remember this and will become present 
and future EarthCARE enthusiasts.’ 

‘Absolutely met our expectations, it was 
wonderful hearing from other schools. 
The workshop got our students excited 
about being environmentally friendly. 
The hands-on activities were terrific! The 
students enjoyed building a composter 
and practising their audit. Please keep 
sharing the knowledge & opportunities. 
Your efforts are much appreciated.’ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students and staff in the OCDSB were active and continued to be effective in making a difference. Their 
activities and events had a significant effect on utility costs while the support of the system leadership 
was important to maintaining our focus. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(See Appendix 4 – EarthCARE Audit Stats for more details) 

 
�  90% of the 146 schools in the system participated to some extent in 

EarthCARE; 
�  Almost 3000 students and over 400 staff were actively promoting EC action 

and awareness;  
�  Estimated savings of $1,727,669 from LOCO 
�  Estimated reduction in CO2 emissions 16.1 tonnes (equivalent to planting 

534 mature trees) 
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Expo 2010 

 
Over 300 people attended this year’s EarthCARE Expo. The theme 
“Leadership is up to You!” was the recurring message of the day. 
Our keynote speaker, Matt Tod, Executive Director of Youth 
Programs for the Institute for Health and Human Potential (IHHP) 
and developer of IHHP’s Youth Leadership Program  - Leadership 
Rewired (now integrated into schools in both Canada and the 

United States) presented an energetic, motivational talk. Matt highlighted how the students could make a 
difference in their school and community with their many small actions for change. He encouraged them 
to do it alone or join one of the many groups of people making a difference for the planet. 
 
A-Channel’s Morning News co-host, Tony Grace, was the Master of Ceremonies and he was excellent at 
keeping the program entertaining and on schedule. OCDSB Chair, Cathy Curry, brought greetings from 
the Board and commended the EC teams for their achievements. We were entertained by Bayview Public 
School’s EC team performing a skit and the ‘Recycle Shuffle’. It was a hit with the audience. They were 
followed by Devonshire Public School students performing two plays about recycling and composting and 
the singing of “Let’s Do It”.  Both schools had excellent performances. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Jenny Award in memory of Jennifer Teague was presented by the Honourable Bob Chiarelli to the 
EC teams from Featherston Drive Public School and Lisgar Collegiate Institute Secondary School.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Devonshire PS 
‘Let’s Do It’ 

Bayview’s 
 ‘Recycle Hustle’ 
 

MPP Bob Chiarelli presenting the Jenny  
Award to Lisgar CI’s Team Leader and a 
member of the EC team. 
 

MPP Bob Chiarelli presenting the 
Jenny Award to students from 
Featherston Drive PS EarthCARE 
team. 
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The Ameresco Canada Award was presented to the elementary and secondary winners of the scrapbook 
competition by Superintendent Michael Carson. Teams were to create a scrapbook from recycled material 
highlighting EarthCARE’s six specific activities for 2010 and include any other initiatives important to their 
school. The elementary winners were Meadowlands Public School and our secondary winner was Glebe 
Collegiate Institute. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Chair Cathy Curry presented the David Suzuki Innovation Award to Stonecrest Elementary 
School and to Elizabeth Wyn Wood Alternate Program Secondary School for their entries. The 
challenge was to create a piece of art, using waste products and materials to demonstrate that 

recovered resources can be used to produce art, 
promoting the waste-to-art concept. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Meadowlands PS EarthCARE Team Members of Glebe CI EarthCARE Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stonecrest Elementary School Elizabeth Wyn Wood Alternate Program  
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Maki ng a Difference through Curriculum Links 
  
Our goal is to provide resources with meaningful learning opportunities that also meet Ontario curriculum 
expectations. The EarthCARE initiative offers a means to provide every student with the skills and values 
necessary to contribute in a positive way in their schools and communities.  
 
Linking current curriculum with the EarthCARE initiative provides a meaningful vehicle for instruction while 
at the same time providing support for the achievement of District goals. Several areas of curriculum 
including Science, Mathematics, and Literacy can be linked to the EarthCARE initiative. There are also 
links to major initiatives such as Safe and Caring Schools, Character Education, and Healthy Active 
Living.  

 
Our EarthCARE Team Leaders regularly contribute art ideas to the site.  

 
 

 
 
 
Making a Difference through 

Support 
 
The uniqueness of the EarthCARE program is in its delivery strategies centering on engagement and 
partnerships. Shared goals and a focus on achieving these goals enabled each of us to do a little in order 
that all of us achieve significant gains. The support and encouragement of the Senior Staff, in particular 
Superintendent of Facilities, Michael Carson, Superintendent Jennifer Adams with responsibility for EC, 
and Director Lyall Thomson contributed in large measure to the continued success. Support was provided 
in many ways, including:         
 

�  Providing Team Leaders access to their Project Coordinator (Doris Davidson) who throughout the 
year made school visits to support EC teams, celebrates their achievements, and helped to 
write/publish articles highlighting school initiatives on the web. 

 
�  Working with the Communications Department to plan and present the EarthCARE Expo. Their 

assistance and expertise were invaluable. 
 
�  Support of Senior Staff who graciously acted as judges at the Expo and supported EC in their 

schools and departments throughout the year. 
 
�  Support of Facilities staff at the EarthCARE training and in-service: Calvin Palen, and Jack Corry 

presented information to schools on energy initiatives, new equipment, recycling, and best 
practices. They also answered a number of questions about Facilities. 

 
�  Providing Web resources including information and ideas to EarthCARE Team Leaders and 

student participants. Examples include: 
·  Individual school utility data (7 years) for cost and consumption are available on the 

website. And this year individual school garbage and recycling data. 
·  Focus on Books and Focus on Numbers - lesson plans relating to books with an 

environmental theme (available online in the Resources section of the website) 
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·  EC Home Audit was developed for students to audit their homes and help educate their 
parents (available online in the Resources section of the website). 

 
�  A series of brochures have been available again this year for 

Team Leaders providing useful and timely information. 
Brochures were provided at team training sessions to assist 
Team Leaders with the implementation and interpretation of the 
audits.  

 
�  Through Beam, Team Leaders have been kept up-to-date with 

training information and quick response to questions about the 
program as they arise. Thank you to Business & Learning 
Technologies for allowing the Project Coordinator and 
Administrator to have access to this service and to 
communicate with Team Leaders in an efficient 
manner. 

 
 

Making a Difference through 
Partnerships     
 
We have continued to partner with Earth Day Ottawa for 
the Solar Car event and Earth Day celebrations and with 
Growing Up Organic (GUO) who have planted organic 
gardens in a number of our schools. Torry Reid from GUO 
presented at our fall in-service to team leaders and in the 
spring led the students through building a small composter and educating them on the benefits of 
composting at school and home. We continue to expand our partnerships and look forward to expanding 
our community involvement. 

 
Makin g a Difference through Recognition & Rewards 
 
Schools teams appreciated the EarthCARE kits and used the materials in a variety of ways to celebrate, 
reward, and encourage support of school-based initiatives.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Calvin Palen – Facilities Department 
Torry Reid – Growing Up Organic 
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Making a Difference through Change 
 
One of the strengths of EarthCARE is its strategies for inculcating environmental stewardship and 
responsible conservation activities. Responding to the challenges that face schools is important and must 
be done on an annual basis.  
 
 
Update on Goals for the 2009-2010 school year: 
Goal Action 
Integrate facilities initiatives for energy, garbage 
and recycling 
(LOCO, litterless lunches, Pack-it-in/pack-it-out, 
composting, recycling programs) 

 

Calvin Palen and Jack Corry presented data on 
energy and new initiatives being done by the 
Facilities Department. Feedback at he spring in-
service indicated more schools are using some 
form of litterless lunches at least part time. 

Increase composting programs in schools through 
awareness and use of green bins where possible 

Presentation at fall in-service regarding use of 
green bins, composting options for schools. 

Increase awareness of costs associated with 
garbage collection and recycling in an effort to 
reduce garbage sent to landfill and increase 
recycling 

Statistics on garbage and recycling for district 
schools presented and teams were encouraged to 
continue their efforts in this area and where 
possible increase participation.  
Individual school data posted on Beam for Team 
Leaders. 

Continue partnerships with EarthDay Ottawa, 
Hydro, Growing Up Organic, Tucker House 

We continued these partnerships. 

Register participation in Earth Hour, Spring and Fall 
Clean the Capital 

Schools registered with EC their involvement and 
sent pictures of the students participating. 

 
Take a bow! 

Schools that published a web story (ies) this year! 
 

Adrienne Clarkson ES Spring Bazaar 
Alta Vista PS Canadian Tire Contest and AV Recycles 
Broadview PS Earth Day Stories 
Cairine Wilson SS  Recycling 
Castlefrank PS Earth Month 
Churchill Alt. PS Recycling Power-point 
Connaught PS Winner of Green Apple Award 
Devonshire PS Let’s Do It! 
Elizabeth Wyn Wood Earth Day 
Featherston Drive PS Winner of Tri-Valley Conservation Award 
Frederick Banting Alt. School  Recycling Art Project & Earth Day 
Glebe CI Valentine’s Day Cake Raffle, Saying No to Bottled 

Water, & Spring Clean Up- TWIGS 
Glen Cairn PS Earth Day Power-point 
Gloucester HS Christmas Demonstration re Energy 
Grant Alternative PS Earth Day 
Lisgar CI SS  Earth Week LEAF 
Ridgemont HS Earth Day 
Sir Robert Borden HS Waste Reduction Week 
South March PS Earth Week Activities 
Stonecrest PS EF (Earth Friendly) Power-point 

I thank everyone who supported the EarthCARE initiatives at the OCDSB You have provided valuable 
information, ideas, and financial support to the program. Without the efforts of all of you, we would not 
have achieved such gains  
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2003/2004 
 

2004/2005 
 

2005/2006 
 

2006/2007 
 

2007/2008 
 

2008/2009 
 

2009/2010 

Schools participating in 
EC 

90.0% 98.7% 94.6 % 94.0% 95.9% 93.9% 90.0% 

# Schools completing 
Spring audit (%) 

106  

(74.0%) 

136  

(91.3%) 

131  

(87.9%) 

121  

(81.2%) 

106  

(72.6%) 

112  

(76.2%) 

111  
(74.5%) 

# Students participating 
on EC Teams 

1494 4272 3505 2871 1927 2099 2977 

# P/VPs involved 70 138 105 88 69 63 77 

# Staff participating 247 351 421 283 207 242 273 

# Custodians 
participating 

113 151 135 118 106 81 98 

# Parents participating 60 49 40 60 47 65 50 

# Community Sponsors 
in schools 

5 13 15 21 11 13 18 

# of EC Catalysts 
trained 

104 87 N/A* N/A* N/A* N/A* N/A* 

# of Schools using 
ECCs 

26 14 N/A* N/A* N/A* N/A* N/A* 

Participation in Building 
Operator Program 

81% 96% 90% N/A* N/A* N/A* N/A* 

Moderate to High 
Student participation in 
EC as reported in audit 

42.4% 55.7% 61.2% 61.1% 54.7% 48.7% 57.7% 

Moderate to High Staff 
participation in EC as 
reported in the audit 

31.2% 37.5% 36.4% 43.0% 37.7% 36.3% 36.9% 

Moderate to High 
Frequency of 
Involvement as reported 
in the audit 

n/a n/a 62.7% 56.1% 56.6% 54.9% 60.4% 

Moderate to High 
Visibility of EC in School 
as reported in the audit 

51% 60.4% 65.1% 70.3% 58.5% 61.2% 59.5% 

Average Lights off 
reported 

74.9% 84.4% 83.9% 86.0% 85.7% 85.3% 83.9% 

Average Computers off 
reported 

72.5% 77.4% 76.1% 78.0% 78.5% 78.6% 76.1% 

Estimated savings from 
LOCO alone ** 

$938,700 $1,083,118 $1,247,147 $1,791,542 $1,959,850 $1,803,257 $1,727,669 

Estimated reduction in 
CO2 emissions ** 

8.8 tonnes 

(equivalent to 
planting 292 
mature trees) 

10.1 tonnes 

(equivalent to 
planting 335 
mature trees) 

11.6 tonnes 

(equivalent to 
planting 385 
mature trees) 

16.7 tonnes 

(equivalent to 
planting  554 
mature trees) 

18.3 tonnes 

(equivalent to 
planting  607 
mature trees) 

17.1 tonnes 

(equivalent to 
planting  564 
mature trees) 

16.1 tonnes 

(equivalent to 
planting  534 
mature trees) 

* Secondary ECCs were not trained for use in the program; BOTP was not provided via EC 

** Estimates assume that every day of the school year the occupant behaviours were similar to those 
reported in the audit 

APPENDIX 1 

EarthCARE Scoreboard  

      Ottawa -Carleton District School Board  
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APPENDIX 2 
 

 
The following comments represent a summary of those made on the audit submissions by elementary 
schools. The comments are categorized in three sections: progress; concerns; and suggestions for 
revisions. Where comments were of a similar nature, they are not repeated. 
 

Progress We enjoy the activities that promote environmental stewardship. I welcome any suggestions as 
to how to reduce the number of computers being left on. 

 What we have worked so hard for is finally becoming a reality!  So many more staff, students 
and community members are becoming aware of their impact on everyday living.  Our EC team 
continues to grow each year.  This is very encouraging-I am no longer the "Lone Ranger".  We 
are a team! 

 We collect milk bags (sent to Cedarview Alliance Church) for the creation of milk bag mats that 
are used in Africa. low-moderate participation.  We have a milk carton collection - high 
participation -finally we have this. Have a vegetable garden. 

 There will be many, I expect, but no events have been planned for next year as of yet. 
 EarthCARE has also raised significant money for Haiti in term 2. 
 I have really enjoyed participating in Earth Care activities, and hope to do so at whatever school 

I am at next year! 
 great school involvement this year! 
 we are a young school grades K-3 but are committed to our involvement & the increase of it. 

We also believe that you are never too young to make a difference :) 
 We are proud of our efforts to work with students and staff at Robert Bateman to make good 

choices to help of environment.  We manage what we can---however, the audit is the one piece 
that always comes at an inconvenient time of year.  For this reason, I do not currently have all 
of my data at hand.  This means that I have had to leave some information blank.  I will not be 
updating any items left off the audit.  Again, I am happy to take on an active role in promoting 
environmental stewardship in my school.  While I realize that the choices I have made choices 
to participate in this audit may not fully answer all of the data gathering, I am satisfied that we 
will continue to make a valuable contribution to EarthCARE in our school. 

 I have really enjoyed participating in this program. I was not aware of all the programs that 
students and staff, as well as the community can participate in to make a real difference in their 
FOOTPRINT ! 

 We have been implementing our milk carton recycling program and received funding from 
Metro Green Apple School Program to help us with our endeavours and are working on getting 
another grant to help out in our outside classroom. 

 Though not my first year as the EarthCARE rep, it is my first year as the EarthCARE rep at this 
school.  We feel we are on a roll!  Thank you for all the support and training you offer. 

 Interest in EarthCARE increased significantly this year.  I think it's because we held more 
events and had the students building many things.  That was very engaging for them. 

 SMPS is a brand new school, I hope these targets seem right. We have a high student 
involvement and are eager to improve! 

 As does every other school, we recycling and garbage in every room where needed.  Our entire 
staff and student body watches carefully what goes into these bins.  Our school recycles paper 
only.  Milk boxes bought on used by students on a daily basis go home in our ‘Litterless Lunch 
Program’. We have an ‘Environmental Visual Audit’ that is done every week by students 
accompanied by a teacher.  We usually have between 3 and 6 or 7 members that join one of 
three groups that watch for and record to see if the standard questions asked by the 
EarthCARE audit are being followed (e.g., garbage in recycling?, recycling in garbage?, lights 
off when not needed?, etc.).  The individual room’s scores are posted in their room and, if that 
room scores at least 5 of 6 questions appropriately, that counts as a stub that goes into a 
monthly draw for EarthCARE incentive prizes. The winning classroom is drawn at the end of 
each month via a school-side announcement done by EarthCARE Green Team members. The 
class wins the honour of having the ‘Green Globe’ award in their classroom, and they win 

Summary of Final Co mments from the ‘Spring 2010 Audits’  
OCDSB Elementary Schools  
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EarthCARE incentive prizes. We have a Communications group that spreads the EarthCARE 
message through classroom presentations, assembly presentations, and posters.  They meet 
about 2 times a month. We have a computer lab in the school that is tended to by EarthCARE 
Green Team members.  They come into the computer lab at the end of the day making sure 
monitors and computers are shut down properly. Also, one classroom this year has started a 
vermiculture in their classroom.  We hope to increase participation when the colony splits. 
Students entered an EarthCARE T-shirt Design contest and we have had students participate 
by coming inside and being supervised when they go through the process.  We have had 8 
meetings with some 20 students participating. Our entire school of some 773 students and 
about 50 staff participate in Ottawa’s ‘Clean-Up-The-Capital’ event in both the fall and spring. 
We sent 4 Green Team members and one EarthCARE committee member to the EarthCARE 
spring workshop.  Thank you for the opportunity. Our chief custodian brings in a couple 
truckloads of woodchip mulch to distribute over our flower gardens to reduce water 
consumption.  Our EarthCARE team works these gardening chores. This coming school year, 
we plan to approach the City of Ottawa for more trees for our playground.  We have 
successfully acquired 12 trees in the past, and they have really added a dimension to our 
school yard with shade, not to mention the CO2 reduction to O2. 

Concerns We hope to collect the milk cartons if we can get some parental help with this. 
 Due to me being sick during the submission time period, I was late in handing this report in. I 

have not done much on the EarthCARE front this year and while I feel bad for this, I know that I 
have spent my time doing other school related activities and coaching. Sorry about the lack of 
initiative on my part! 

 We were very excited to win the Green Apple award this year. However we were so busy 
fulfilling our goals for the award that it was difficult to fit in everything else that was required this 
year. I found myself trying to squeeze so many things in that it wasn't as rewarding for the kids 

 Motivation to do better from all concerned would be effective. 
 After the previous leader left, we had to almost start from scratch. Most of the EarthCARE team 

is in grade 8 this year. Next year will be a major rebuilding year. 
 I think that teachers are involved with many activities that are environmentally friendly but not 

EC driven. 
 It was harder than usual this year to motivate staff to help! 
 Hard to find time sometimes; goal to keep kids thinking 
 We would love to do more and are very interested but find it difficult to find the time given the 

many demands placed on staff. 
 Clearer direction for milk carton recycling is needed. We were very bothered to find that our 

daily efforts had been for nothing since our type of carton would not be recycled. I believe that 
ways are needed to make this more rewarding for students involved as it seems to be a 
somewhat thankless job. 

 This year, our EarthCARE really started working in January. Next year, I would like to get things 
going earlier and have a greater presence in the school. 

 We have a large school, but unfortunately the staff does not want to get involved. Therefore it is 
difficult to do a lot of activities with the Earth Care team. 

 Found question 4 ambiguous and difficult to answer; difficult to gauge participation rate for 
some activities in question 3 

 We have had a very low-key year - I hope to start off sooner and do more regular activities with 
a group of students next year! 

Suggestions We would appreciate any support from high school coop students interested in motivating our 
grade 5-6 students (e.g., an arts-environ project).  For the past 2 years the grade 2-4s have 
been most energetically involved. 
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The following comments represent a summary of those made on the audit submissions by secondary 
schools. The comments are categorized in three sections: progress; concerns; and suggestions for 
revisions. Where comments were of a similar nature, they are not repeated. 
 
Progress There is a lot of learning for new immigrants about the values of conserving and recycling.  

We will continue this to help build community values. 
 We find our students to be most energized by social opportunities to use their creativity to 

express their concern for the environment. They were enthusiastic about all the hands-on 
projects, as well as the letter-writing campaign about funding for Kairos. These seem to them 
to be concrete ways to share their views with their community and politicians. They have 
also been quite active with web petitions in the past.  

 I'm running out of time and have to run to a staff meeting, but just wanted to thank all of the 
volunteers at EarthCARE who work tirelessly with all the schools to help us prolong the 
natural beauty of our planet.  

 We have just gotten news that Gloucester HS was awarded a Green Apple Grant of $1000 
from Metro to use towards green initiatives. 

 We have improved our recycling effectiveness and school wide participation. There is now a 
weekly Green team that meets to plan activities to promote environmental awareness. 

Concerns I find it hard to all your requirements versus what we are able to do based on our available 
transportation and constraints within schools.  The demands on science teachers this year 
has been extra hard due to us having to re-vamp our entire curriculum.  EarthCARE is great 
but some of the extra requirements are hard to achieve when our teacher resources and 
time are limited.   

 The program is very difficult to run without funding. I know you have added "incentives" this 
year but it is still minimal compared to previous years. 

Suggestions We wonder if there has been an EC discussion group that they could be a part of on the 
internet, as it would be a way of more broadly sharing ideas. 

 

Summary of t he Final Comments from the ‘Spring 2010 Audits’   
OCDSB Secondary Schools 
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Sample Elementary School 
April 2010 

EC Team (out of 20) Based on EC team membership, number of meetings held, training sessions 
attended, and activities/stories. 

  

(Higher scores are better.)   

        

Sample Elementary School 16.0      

OCDSB elementary schools      

Mean 13.6      

Minimum 3.0      

Maximum 20.0         

          

 Waste (Lower percentages are better!)  Energy  (Lower percentages are better!)   

% of rooms with garbage in recycling  % of lights on when shouldn't be    

Sample Elementary School 25.0%  Sample Elementary School 20.4%   

OCDSB elementary schools  School target set 5%   

Mean 14.3%  OCDSB elementary schools    

Minimum 0.0%  Mean 15.7%   

Maximum 60.0%  Minimum 0.0%   

    Maximum 72.3%   

% rooms with recycling in garbage  % computers on when shouldn't be    

Sample Elementary School 16.7%  Sample Elementary School 20.0%   

OCDSB elementary schools  School target set 5%   

Mean 20.3%  OCDSB elementary schools    

Minimum 0.0%  Mean 24.1%   

Maximum 80.0%  Minimum 1.6%   

    Maximum 67.3%   

% rooms with no recycling bin  % rooms with blocked vents    

Sample Elementary School 0.0%  Sample Elementary School 0.0%   

OCDSB elementary schools  OCDSB elementary schools    

Mean 9.8%  Mean 12.0%   

Minimum 0.0%  Minimum 0.0%   

Maximum 100.0%  Maximum 64.3%   

       

      

       

       

 Water (Lower percentages are better!)    

% of leaky faucets      

Sample Elementary School 0.0%     

OCDSB elementary schools      

Mean 4.0%  Sample Elementary School: Targets set for 10/11   

Minimum 0.0%        

Maximum 25.0%  percentage of lights on when not needed 3   

% of leaky toilets   percentage of computers on when not needed 5   

Sample Elementary School 0.0%  number of events or activities planned 15   

OCDSB elementary schools  number of newsletter articles to be written 6   

Mean 1.5%  number of web articles to be submitted 2   

Minimum 0.0%        

Maximum 16.7%        

APPENDIX 3 
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APPENDIX 4 

Spring 2010 OCDSB EarthCARE Audit Stats 
 
 Elementary Secondary All Schools 

# Schools completing audit (%) 89 (75.4%) 22 (73.3%) 111 (75.0%) 

Total # students in schools (avg/school) 36,632 (411.6) 18,598 (845.4) 55,230 (497.6) 

# Rooms audited  (avg/school) 3738 (42.5) 2070 (94.1) 5808 (52.3) 

# P/VP involved 64 13 77 

# Teachers involved  (avg/school) 216 (2.4) 57 (2.6) 273 (2.5) 

# Students on EC team  (avg/school) 2749 (30.9) 228 (10.4) 2977 (26.8) 

# Custodians involved  (avg/school) 79 (0.9) 19 (0.9) 98 (0.9) 

# Parents involved  49 1 50 

# Community Sponsors 16 2 18 

# Schools at Fall or Spring Training 104 22 126 

# Schools using EC Lessons/Resources (%) 38 (42.7) 4 (18.2) 42 (38.2) 

Average EC Team Score (Max=20) 13.6 12.5 13.4 

Student Involvement Avg. Score / 3 1.71 1.09 1.59 

Staff Involvement Avg. Score / 3 1.16 1.32 1.19 

Frequency of Involvement Avg. Score / 3 1.88 1.64 1.83 

Visibility of EC in school Avg. Score / 3 1.85 1.64 1.81 

Faucets counted  (avg/school) 

Faucets leaking  (avg/school) 

4009 (45.6) 

146 (1.6) 

2467 (112.1) 

77 (3.5) 

6476 (58.9) 

223 (2.0) 

Toilets counted  (avg/school) 

Toilets leaking  (avg/school) 

2697 (30.6) 

39 (0.4) 

1040 (49.5) 

25 (1.2) 

3737 (34.3) 

64 (0.6) 

Outside lights counted  (avg/school) 

On unnecessarily  (avg/school) 

1141 (13.7) 

59 (0.7) 

331 (15.0) 

6 (0.3) 

1472 (14.0) 

65 (0.6) 

Computers counted  (avg/school) 

On unnecessarily 

7413 (84.2) 

1865 (21.0) 

5784 (262.9) 

1242 (56.5) 

13,197 (120.0) 

3107 (28.0) 

Inside Lights Counted 

On Unnecessarily 

71,744 (815.3) 

10,361 (116.4) 

52,319 (2378.1) 

6961 (316.4) 

124,063 (1127.8) 

17,322 (156.1) 

Garbage in Recycling 480 (5.4) 321 (14.6) 801 (7.2) 

Recycling in Garbage 720 (8.1) 475 (21.6) 1195 (10.8) 

No Recycling Bin where needed 321 (3.6) 372 (16.9) 693 (6.2) 

Vents Blocked 383 (4.3) 136 (6.5) 519 (4.7) 
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LOCO 
 
The numbers of computers and lights on unnecessarily have been reported above.   
 
In addition, we have calculated the percentage of computers and lights on unnecessarily, first by using 
the numbers above, second by averaging the percentages calculated for each school. 
 
 Elementary Secondary All Schools 

Percentage of lights on unnecessarily in all 
schools 
 

14.4% 13.3% 13.9% 

Average percentage of inside lights on 
unnecessarily 

15.7% 17.1% 16.1% 

 
Percentage of computers on unnecessarily in all 
schools 
 

25.2% 21.5% 23.5% 

Average percentage of computers on 
unnecessarily 

24.1% 23.1% 23.9% 
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APPENDIX 5 

Sharing Circle – Spring Training 2010 – School Activities 
 

The following activities were shared with schools at the spring 2010 in-services. Sharing was voluntary. In 
many cases, activities that had already been mentioned were not repeated. The list is therefore not 
exhaustive. It does represent the richness and diversity of environmental stewardship taking place in the 
schools. 
 
composting outside making Kool-Aid Jammer Bags 

recycling maintaining school yard garden 

Earth Day Assembly battery recycling  

Festive light exchange litterless lunches 

Spring and Fall Cleaning the Capital gardening club 

Hats for Haiti fundraiser milk bag collection to make mats 

milk carton recycling LOCO signs on computers and switches 

Recycle Shuffle Song label recycling bins 

into students to environment websites rewind paper 

linen towel for hand drying in classroom sculptures out of reusable materials 

worm composting school trip to view Disney’s Oceans movie 

monthly classroom audits Golden Shoe Award 

Walk to school award planted trees in school yard 

pond care and protection boomerang lunches 

recycle eye glasses ink & toner recycling 

electronic news letters writing competitions for Earth Hour 

toy sale for charity – Haiti Ottawa River clean up  

metal water bottles Green Apple Award 

Canadian Tire Award plays about recycling and composting 

collect pop tabs – wheelchairs Earth Summit 

Earth Hour Earth Day Solar sprint cars 

recycling video bake sale for bike racks 

Valentines Cake Raffle for recycling bins Waste Reduction Week  

Electricity Demo used clothing collection 

Nature walks pizza box lids on garbage cans – ‘Think before 
you Throw’ 

Coffee House Veggie Lunch 

Clothing Swap Movie night – Environment Movies 

Otesha project – bike tour Green Dolls 

WWF polar bears Motor-less week 

skits and Green presentations to classes curtains open/lights off 

forks & knives made from sugar cane for 
school functions 

Fruity Fridays 

Golden Trash Can Award Environment Podcasts 

lug-a-mug for school activities/meetings Raise money for wells in Africa 

 


